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1 – Introduction 
 

Orbit.com is Questel’s patent and design search portal. 
 
1 - Search  module: 

• Patents:  perform patent searches in our FamPat, PlusPat, or FullText collections 
• Designs & drawings:  perform design searches in the collections of 14 intellectual 

property offices 
• Order a search:  use our expert searching service for prior art searches 

 
2 – Watch module: 

• Patents & design:  view the result of the SDI (selective dissemination of information) 
profiles or alerts you've set up through Questel (via Imagination, QPAT, Orbit, or QWEB) 
on QPAT or Orbit. Alerts (in TXT, RTF, PDF, XLS, or XML format) remain stored for one 
year 

• Legal status:  lets you set up and view alerts specifically related to legal status 
 
3 - Search Xpress  module: allows you to perform simple patent searches in the FamPat 

collection 
 
4 - Workfiles  module: allows you to store documents of your choice in folders in order to 

analyze and share them 
 
5 - Downloads  module: 

• Patent copies:  download patents in PDF format and keep them stored for one month 
• File histories:  order file histories through Digipat, Questel’s file provider service 

 
6 - Legal Services  module: 

• Validation of European patents:  through our partner, Valipat, order validation of your 
European patents in each EP member Valipat service state 

• Legal status:  lets you set up and view alerts specifically related to legal status 
• File histories:  order file histories through Digipat, Questel’s file provider service 
• IP litigation:  allows you to access US patent litigation information via our partner 

MaxVal 
 
 
 

This guide focuses on the use of the patent (advanced search) module. 
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2 – Browser configuration and site access 
 
The recommended system configuration is: 

• Internet Explorer 8 or Firefox 3.5 browsers with pop-ups allowed  
• Screen resolution 1280 x 1024 
• Acrobat Reader 9 
• Java 1.6 

 
For the best screen views, your screen resolution must be set to 1280 by 1024 pixels.  This 
screen resolution allows Orbit documents with double-windows to display.  For example: the 
results list in the left pane and preview in the right pane or the bibliography of the document in 
the left pane and the image of the first page in the right pane. 
If your screen resolution is lower, Orbit will automatically adapt the display of the document to a 
single screen view. 
To verify and/or modify your screen resolution, visit the display options in the Control Panel of 
your computer. 
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In the address bar of your browser, enter the address: www.orbit.com.  
 
The portal is available in four languages: English, French Japanese and Chinese. To change 
the language, click the flag  shown at the top right of the screen. 
 

 
 
If you want to work in HTTPS mode, click the Secure version  option available at the top left of 
the page before connecting. To go back to HTTP mode, click the Standard version  option. 
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Identification and access to patent searches 
 
On the welcome page, enter your User ID  (QPAT or Orbit) and password  in the appropriate 
login fields then click the Patents link  in the direct access menu.  If you check Remember,  the 
login and password will be kept in memory for future connections although you will not be 
automatically logged in when you go to the site. 
 

 
 
If you use the login button, you will connect to the module set in your preferences as the Default 
module after login.  This can be changed any time you wish by going to the User settings and 
selecting a different option. 
 
The sub-account  box is optional. If you use this function, all search, alert setup, or other work 
that you perform will be assigned to the sub-account. The name of the sub-account can contain 
up to 20 alphanumeric characters (spaces and accents allowed). 
 
You can make the addition of a sub-account mandatory to log in to Orbit.com by modifying your 
preferences (see Chapter 17 "User Settings"). 
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At your first login, a message appears at the top left of the screen to indicate the position of the 
navigation menu.  Clicking on the orange Orbit.com will display the list of modules; allowing you 
to navigate between the different modules within the IP portal. 

 

 
Disconnecting/Logging Out 
 
To disconnect, click the Logout option available at the top right corner of the screen. Queries 
made in the Patents module are automatically saved and available in Previous History (see 
Chapter 14, "Saving your work" and Chapter 16 "Disconnecting") but this should be considered 
only as backup to saving queries and scripts yourself. 
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Accessing the patents module 

After entering your login and password, the General search page  of the patent module will 
open by default. 
 
This default can be changed in your preferences (see Chapter 17 "User Settings"). 
 

 
 
The magnifying glass icon  at the top right of the screen allows you to increase the size of the 
font. Should you ever encounter any problems while using the site, please report them as soon 
as possible by clicking on the white envelope icon , which will allow you to send an Incident 
Report to our helpdesk. Please include as much information as possible concerning what you 
were trying to do when you encountered the error, which collection you were searching in 
(FamPat, PlusPat, or FullText), and what happened instead of the expected result. 
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3 – Collections coverage 
 

Three collections are available : FamPat, PlusPat, and FullText. FamPat is the default collection 
searched. The default can be changed in your user settings and you may also choose to make 
the collection selection function appear on the general search page for convenience (see 
Chapter 17 "User Settings"). 
 
FamPat 
 
Global collection of patent families 
 
Content:  Patent families in all disciplines consisting of documents published by almost 100 
intellectual property offices. 
Each reference includes the various stages of publication of all family members. Questel has 
developed a definition of family that combines the strict family rule of the EPO with additional 
rules that take into account parent EP and/or PCT application links, links between US 
provisional applications and US published patent applications. FamPat family takes into 
consideration different definitions of the concept of invention by offices, which is particularly 
useful for searching for Japanese publications. 
The reference contains: 

• First page information:  numbers and dates of publication, numbers and dates of filing, 
numbers and dates of priority, applicant(s), inventor (s), the EPO classifications codes 
(ECLA, ICO, IDT and Berlin), the International Patent Classification (IPC) patent 
classifications American and Japanese, title, abstract and drawing 

• Search reports  with patents and literature citations available for publications WO, EP, 
US, FR, GB, DE, JP, BE, CH, NL, SI, AT, DK, ES, AP, CZ, LU, SG and GR 

• Key content  extracted from the full text of US, EP and PCT English language 
publications, providing the object of the patent, invention benefits and disadvantages of 
previous techniques, as well as the independent claims 

• Full text  of the description and claims of 21 offices’ publications 
 
Country   Country 

code   
Original language  English machine 

translation  
Coverage   

WIPO (World 
Intellectual Property 
Organization)  

WO  English or German  
or French or 
Spanish or Russian 
or Japanese *  
Korean *  

����  For publications in 
Japanese, Russian 
and Korean  

1978  

EPO (European 
Patent Office)  

EP  English or French  
or German  

 1978 (applications)  
1980 (issued)  

United States  US   English   1880 (issued)  
2001 (applications)  

Germany  DE   German   1987 (Dem. patent)  
2004 (utility models)  

Austria  AT   German   1902-2005 (issued – partial 
coverage from 1964 to 1990 
and from 1996 to 1999 - years 
1951 to 1958 and 1991 to 1995 
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not covered)  
1994-2005 (utility models - 
partial until 1999)  
2005 (Dem. patent - partial)  

Belgium  BE  Dutch or French  
or German  

 1925 (partial coverage until 
1963, 1971-1982 not covered)  

Brazil  BR  Portuguese  ����  1982 (partial coverage 1982 to 
2000 and since 2006 - years 
2001 to 2005 not covered)  

Canada  CA  English or French    1978-1989 (old law)  
1989 (new law)  

China  CN  Chinese *  ����  1985 (Dem. patent 
unexamined)  
1985-1992 (Dem. patents 
reviewed)  
1993 (patents)  
1985 (utility models)  

Denmark  DK  Danish  ���� 1993 (issued)  

South Korea  
(claims only) 

KR Korean ���� 2000 (Dem. patents) 
2008 (Dem.utility models) 

Spain  ES  Spanish  ����  1980-1992 (patents)  
1993 (Dem. patent)  
1980 (utility models)  

Finland  FI  Finnish  ����  1997 (issued)  

France  FR  French   1920 (Dem. patent)  

India IN English  2005 (Dem. patents and 
patents) 

Japan  JP  Japanese *  ���� 1993 (Dem. patents and utility 
models)  

United Kingdom  GB  English   1920 (Dem. patent)  

Russia (Federation)  RU  Russian *  ����  1924-1993 (Soviet 
publications)  
1993 (patent applications) 
1994 (utility models)  
2009 (Dem. patent)  

Sweden  SE  Swedish  ���� 1994 (issued)  

Switzerland  CH  German or  
French or Italian  

 1920 (issued - partial coverage 
until 1997)  

Taiwan TW Chinese ���� 2003 (Dem. patent) 

*  Non-searchable  

Legal status of publications from the following offices:  

Country   Coun try code   Coverage    Country   Country code   Coverage  
WIPO  WO 1978   Hungary  HU 1990  

EPO  EP 1978   Ireland  IE 1993  

EAPO  EA 1996   Israel  IL 1996  
United States  US 1968   Italy  IT 1989  
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Germany  DE 1978   Lithuania  LT 1995  

Former East Germany  DD 1992   Moldova (Rep. of)  MD 1994  

Australia  AU 2000   Monaco  MC 1972  

Austria  AT 1975   Norway  NO 2001  

Belgium  BE 1984   New Zealand  NZ 2001  

Brazil  BR 1995   Netherlands  NL 1973  

Canada  CA 2003  Philippines PH 1990 

Chile  CL 1990   Portugal  PT 1991  

China CN 1985  United Kingdom  GB 1968  
Columbia CO 2003  Russia 

(Federation)  
RU 2005 

Denmark  DK 1982   Sweden  SE 1995  

Spain  ES 1992   Slovenia  SI 2004  

Estonia  EE 2004   Switzerland  CH 1958  

Finland  FI 1993   Taiwan  TW 2000  

France  FR 1969   Czech (Rep.)  CZ 2000  

Hong Kong  HK 2004      

For Bulgaria, Belize, China, Egypt, Georgia, Japan, Kenya, South Korea, Latvia, Mexico, 
Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Uzbekistan and South Africa, the database only contains 
information on entry into national phase of the corresponding PCT application. For Luxembourg, 
the database only covers the Supplementary Protection Certificates.  

Coverage:  Bibliographic data for the United States and most European countries from the 
beginning of the 1920s. Abstracts from the beginning of the 1970s. 
 
For coverage of bibliographic information by country, click on the Coverage detail  link available 
at the top of the page. The table also provides the most recent update of the collection. FamPat 
is the initial database shown. To see coverage of PlusPat and FullText collections, click on the 
long to Coverage in the upper left corner of the coverage detail window to be taken to the page 
containing links to that information. 
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Language:  English, French, German, various other languages for bibliographic information -- 
English and original language for claims and description (see FullText listing on prior page) 
 

PlusPat Collection 

Worldwide patent publications by patent authority c ontaining bibliographic data  

Content : The PlusPat collection provides comprehensive coverage of worldwide patents 
published by more than 100 patent authorities (same as FamPat collection); including 
European, PCT documents, US documents and Japanese C old law granted patents.  Utility 

models are available for 33 countries.  
A single record combines all publication stages of the invention, including the published 
application and granted patent, for one patent authority. A record contains:  

• First Page Information: Patent and published application numbers and publication dates, 
application numbers and filing dates, priority number and dates, the assignee (s), 
inventor (s), titles, abstracts and drawings, Patent Classifications include EPO 
Classification (ECLA, Dutch and Berlin Classifications), FI and FTerms (Japanese 
Classifications) International Patent Classification (IPC), and USPTO Classification. 

• Search reports, patent and non-patent literature cited references are available for 
numerous patent authorities (WO, EP, US, EA, AP, AU, BE, CH, CZ, DE, DK, ES, FR, 
GB, GR, JP, LU, NL, SG and TR publications).  

Abstracts in official English are available for more than 32 million records. PlusPat collection 
contains also abstracts in French, German, Spanish, etc… and English machine translation for 
FR, DE, JP, CN, KR and TW publications. This machine-translated data is replaced by the 
official English data when available.       
First page drawing is available for US from 1880, EP and WO from 1978, JP-Kokai from 



 
 

User Guide October 2011                                                                                           Patent Search Module - 14 - 

1980, GB from 1920, FR from 1978, DE from 1980, CA from 1989, KR from 1979, CN from 
1985, TW from 2004 and BR from 2009.  

Coverage :  1920's and earlier for US, DE, FR, and GB publications. 

Language :  English, French, German, Spanish and various other languages. 

FullText Collection 

Patents in full text  

Content : The FullText collection contains the full text of patent publications from 21 patent 
offices (WO, US, EP, AT, BE, BR, CA, CH, CN, DE, ES, FR, GB, JP, RU, DK, FI, SE, IN, TW 
and KR). Bibliographic data are complete with claims and description.  

A single record will contain full text data of one publication stage for one patent authority.  
The publication contained in a record may include published patent or utility model applications, 
granted patents or utility models, examined publications and PCT transfers.  
( Note: There is no link between application and grant nor between family members). 

Coverage : Varies by patent office. For current coverage please refer to the coverage listing 
here: http://www.questel.com/customersupport/Coverage_and_Updates_FullText.htm  

Language :  English, French, German, Spanish and various other languages. 

Below is the list of source codes used by Orbit. 
  
Source codes Source names 
PLUSPAT FAMDESC PATABS LGST  FamPat without full text 
USAPPS  US  –  USA: patent applications 
USPAT  US  –  USA: patents issued 
USPATOLD  US  –  USA: patent Archives 
PCTFULL  WO  –  PCT applications 
EPAPAT  EP  –  EPO: patent applications 
EPBPAT  EP  –  EPO: patents issued 
DEFULLA  DE  – Germany: patent applications 
DEFULLB  DE  – Germany: patents issued 
DEFULLU  DE  – Germany: utility models 
GBFULL  GB – United Kingdom 
FRFULL  FR – France 
JPFULL  JP – Japan 
ATFULL  AT – Austria 
BEFULL  BE – Belgium 
CHFULL  CH – Switzerland 
ESFULL  ES – Spain 
CNFULLA  CN – China: patent applications 
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CNFULLU  CN – China: utility models 
CNFULLC  CN – China: patents issued 
CAFULL  CA – Canada 
LATIFULL  BR – Brazil 
RUFULL  RU/SU – Russia 
SCANFULL  DK/FI/SE – Denmark/Finland/Sweden 
INFULL IN – India 
KRCLMS  KR – South Korea 
TWFULL  TW – Taiwan 
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4 – Search assistants 
 
 
General search assistant 
 
By default, access to the patent module directly opens the general search assistant. To access 
another assistant click one of the options available under the heading Searches. Please note 
that the left-hand menu can be minimized by clicking the << sign. 
 

 
 
Easily perform patent searches by using the predefined text boxes for: 

• Keywords:  Search the title, abstract, claims, description, full text, etc. 
• Classifications:  Codes IPC, ECLA, ICO, PCL, FI and F-terms 
• Names:  assignee, inventor or representative names 
• Numbers, Dates and Countries:  publication, filing, priority 
• More fields:  Other types of date, applicant countries, etc. 

 
Searches can also be restricted to a specific site update or legal status event via the Restriction 
section. 
 
If you wish to have total control over the syntax of questions, you can also access the 
command line  to write your queries in expert mode using the full range of operators, 
parentheses and the index. Simply click on the button Show the cmd. Line. 
 
By default, searches are conducted in FamPat, the worldwide collection of patents grouped in 
invention based family records, containing full text where available. 
You may change the default collection for searching in your User Settings.  
 



 
 

User Guide October 2011                                                                                           Patent Search Module - 17 - 

To access your User Settings, click on the orange Orbit.com tab and select User Settings  on 
the right side of the dropdown menu.  
 

 
 
You will be taken directly to the General option of the User Settings page. There are five further 
options listed under the General option in the left column menu. Click on the Searching  option. 
 

 
 
With the Searching option User Setting page, you will be able to define which of the 3 
collections should be utilized by default in the General search  assistant.   
There is also an option to display the collection selection directly in the General search screen. 
If you set this option to YES, the collection selection will appear as the last set of options on the 
search screen.  
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Below, the selection of collection option is displayed in the General search  assistant.   
 

 
 
The button Select Fulltext  is available for the FamPat and separate Full Text collections. By 
default, all the sources available in full text are selected. You have the option to deselect one or 
more. For FamPat, deselecting full text sources will exclude only the claims and description for 
those patent offices from the search. Biblio & Abstract data for those patent offices will be 
searched.  
 
For searching in the FullText collection, deselecting full text sources will exclude all data from 
those sources.    
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Note: For FamPat, the deselected full text sources will only be excluded from the search but not 
from the document display. The claims and descriptions from deselected full text patent office 
sources will be displayed as part of the integral FamPat family record.  
 
Number search assistant 
 
This assistant allows you to search a single or a list of numbers. The Questel standard number 
format is not required and the search will automatically be in the publication, application, and 
priority number fields. You can also perform an Inpadoc family search  or a similarity search  
but only for one number at a time. 
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Citation search wizard 
 
A citation search is directed to documents on a technology closely related to that covered by a 
published patent. Backward searching for cited patents will pull up the prior art cited in a patent. 
Forward searching for citing patents finds all patent publications that cite a patent. This type of 
search can only be done on one publication, application, or priority number at a time. 
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5 – General search : Questel tools 
 

Truncation 
 
Truncations are symbols that replace one or more characters, which allows you to search 
different variants of a term. 
 

+ 
Truncation replacing any number of characters  
 

bicycl+ 
+inflamatory 

? 
Truncation replacing zero or one character  
 

bicycle? 
alumin?um 

# 
Truncation replaces exactly one character  
 

polymeri#ation  

 
All truncation symbols can be used at the beginning, end, and within words. The truncated term 
must have at least three characters for the truncation to work. Truncation at the beginning of a 
term is possible only for searching by keywords (apart from concepts). 
Truncation can be used in all the General search fields except the keywords section when the 
query relies on the multilingual search wizard (in this instance, truncation is ignored). 
 
Operators 
 

 

OR  Finds references containing at least one of 
the words  

sulfur or sulfur  

AND  All words  plutonium isotope  
NOT  The first term without the second term  suv not vesicle  
F  The terms in the same field  sodium f chlorine  
S  The terms in the same sentence  sodium s chlorine  
P  The terms in the same paragraph  sodium p chlorine  
SDOC The terms in different fields in the same 

document. 
Apple/PA and PD=2010  

D  The terms adjacent in any order  redundancy d check  
nD  The terms adjacent, regardless of the order, 

and may be separated by a maximum of n 
words (n value between 1 and 9)  

conduct  2d electric 2d 
adhesive  

W  The terms adjacent in the order specified; 
treatment applied by default for two terms 
entered without operator  

smart w card?  
smart card?  

nW  The adjacent terms in the order specified 
and may be separated by a maximum of n 
words (n value between 1 and 9)  

friction 9w pad?  

Parentheses  Parentheses (nesting) is necessary when 
combining different operators  

((wireless w application w 
protocol) or wap) not (dna or 
transgenic)  
(hair 2d (dye or dyeing)) and 
oxidate +  
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Note that a space between two words is equivalent to: 
• Implied adjacency for keywords when not using the multilingual search wizard and for 

the Abstract, Advantages  and Object  options in the Other fields  section 
• The AND operator for the keywords section the using multilingual search wizard and all 

other options in the Other fields  section  
• The AND operator when searching Classifications, Country of publication,  and 

Number  in the Numbers, Dates & Country  section 
• The operator W when searching in the Names  section 

 
A comma between two terms is the equivalent of the OR operator in all input fields. 
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5 – General search: subject 
 

Searching by keywords 
 
The Keywords  section allows for text search with different search criteria available depending 
on the collection you have chosen to search: 
 
The FamPat collection presents these options: 
• Title        • Description 
• Title, abstract      • Independent claims 
• Title, abstract, claims     • Key content 
• Title, abstract, key content (this is the default option) • Concepts 
• Title, abstract, key content, claims     • Full-text 
• Claims        
 
Please note that: 
-Key Content contains the patent object, advantages and drawbacks and independent claims 
-Input in the fields Title  and Abstract  searches across all family members regardless of any 
country specifications you may have made 
-Claims, Description, and Full Text searching  applies only to US, EP, PCT, AT, BE, BR, CA, 
CH, CN, DE, ES, FR, GB, IN, JP, KR, RU, DK, FI, SE and TW publications 
-Searching the Independent claims, Key Content  and Concepts  fields applies only to US, EP 
and PCT documents published in English 
-Left truncation is not available for Concepts  searching 
 
The search will run on data from all members of the  family, with the exceptions noted 
above. 
 
The PlusPat collection presents these options: 
• Title         
• Abstract       
• Title, abstract  
 
The FullText collection presents these options: 
• Title        • Description 
• Abstract       • Title, abstract, claims  
• Title, abstract      • Full-text 
• Claims        
 
You may exclude English machine translations from your search in FamPat and PlusPat by 
checking Ignore the machine translation for the worldwide co llections  option in the Query  
section  of the Searching  options in your User settings.  
 
When you click in the Keywords  text box, it automatically expands to allow you to enter a long 
query. Also, when you enter the first character, you automatically open an additional text box 
(equivalent to clicking the plus sign to the left of available drop-down menu). You can add up to 
five text boxes. This feature allows you to search multiple terms in different fields. Each 
component will be combined by the AND operator. To close these additional input lines, click 
the minus - sign.  
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You can also enter the terms interchangeably in uppercase or lowercase. The search engine is 
not case sensitive. 
 
The terms that you enter will appear in your results highlighted yellow. Each additional line is 
associated with a new highlight color, purple for the 2nd line, gray for the 3rd row, blue for the 
4th row, green for the 5th line, and red for the 6th row. You can change these colors or cancel 
the highlighting by clicking on the square of color available to the right of each input box. The 
functioning of the highlight is detailed in Chapter 9 “Displaying individual records: 
highlighting”.  
 
After selecting your options and entering your search terms using whatever truncation and 
operators necessary, click the Search  button at the bottom of the screen. 
 
Orbit uses, by default, implied adjacency between your search terms, which means that two 
words separated by a space will be found as such in the text.  
 
Warning:  If a middle or internal word is 3 characters or less it will be ignored in the search. To 
retrieve 3 character middle words, use the W operator.  
 
Example:  If you enter: EXTRACTION OF XML CONTENT, Orbit will search EXTRACTION 2W 
CONTENT.  
However, you can use an operator to connect the words:  

• conduct a broader search using the AND or OR operators  
• or impose a strict adjacency using the W operator  
• words can also be excluded by using the operator NOT 

 
Example:  Search the FamPat Collection for WIRELESS APPLICATION? PROTOCOL? in the 
title, abstract and key content – the terms will be highlighted in yellow in your results list. 
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Example:  Search the PlusPat Collection for GOLF CLUB in the title and abstract (yellow 
highlight) and BAG in the title and abstract (purple highlight). 

 
 
Example in the Full Text collection search XML WITH (CONTENT OR DATA) in the title and 
abstract (yellow highlight) and STATISTICS in the full text (purple highlight). 
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To the right of the input box, the      button allows you to access the wizard from multilingual 
search. 
 

 
 
The query you enter is shown in the upper part of the window as well as the name of the search 
language (English, French or German). The first time you use the wizard to search, the default 
language will be that of your Orbit service. In subsequent searches and sessions, the default 
language is the one last used. You can change the language selection in the search wizard 
during your query. 
 
The multilingual search assistant uses the technology of our partner Lingway and displays a list 
of translations and synonyms for each of the terms in different areas of expertise covered by the 
expression. Feminine and plural variations are not displayed but are automatically taken into 
account.  
 
In this list, a selection of terms is pre-checked by the system based on a relevance rating 
computed by algorithms analyzing the semantic proximity and level of specificity.  
 
The preselected terms are not mandatory for use in your search and you can select terms as 
you like to broaden or narrow the search. 
 
Note: With the multilingual search wizard, operators are not allowed and truncation is ignored. 
 
To confirm, click the Ok button. The words selected as well as feminine and plural variations are 
automatically integrated into the General search Keywords  text box. 
 
The various synonyms are connected by the operator OR and groups of synonyms are nested 
and also connected by the OR operator. 
 

The link I would like to contribute 
to the improvement of your 
dictionaries allows you to suggest 
synonyms or additional translations 
for terms. 
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Searching by classification code(s)  
 
Orbit offers searching by International, European, US and Japanese classification codes. 

International (IPC) classification: 
Available in all collections 
 
The International Patent Classification codes are assigned by the various national or regional 
patent offices. 
These codes can be searched at the level of the class, subclass, group, subgroup or sub-
division. 
Class: A63 #. 
Subclass: A63F 
Group: E21B-003 
Subgroup: E21B-003/02 
Subdivision: C21D-001/773 
 
With the search criteria for IPC, the Browse  button allows you to consult the full text of the 
International Patent Classification on the WIPO website. 
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European (ECLA) Classification: 
Available in FamPat and PlusPat collections 
 
The European Patent Office assigns these codes to patents and publications from many 
countries around the world to organize their own search files. ECLA codes are reviewed 
monthly and retrospectively applied. These codes can be searched by sub-class, group, 
subgroup or sub-division. 
 
Class: A63 #. 
Subclass: A63F 
Group: E21B-003 
Subgroup: E21B-003/02 
Subdivision: C12Q-001/68D2E1 
 
With the search criteria for ECLA, the Browse  button allows you to consult the full text of the 
European Patent Classification on the Espacenet website. 

 
 
 
In Computer Only (ICO) Classification: 
Available in FamPat and PlusPat collections 
 
Derived from the ECLA classification, In Computer Only is used by the European Patent Office 
to describe minor features of the invention or features for which there is no ECLA code.  
The ICO code structure is identical to the ECLA code except that the first letter differs. 
These codes can be searched by class, subclass, group, subgroup or sub-division and alone or 
in combination with ECLA and IPC codes. 
 
Class: S21 #. 
Subclass: S21Y 
Group: S21Y-002 
Subgroup: S21Y-002/20 
Subdivision: S21Y-002/205 
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US Main Classification and US Main and Cross Refere nce: 
Available in all collections 
 
The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office assigns these classification codes for organization of 
their own research files. 
In the drop-down menu, you choose only the main code or both types of code. 
US classification codes are revised every two months with retroactive application of new codes. 
These codes can be sought at the level of the main class (3 digits) of subclass (6 digits), the 
complete decimal code (9 digits) or full code with extension (9 digit plus 1 to 3 alphabetic 
characters). 
 
Main class: 108 
Subclass: 108051 
Decimal: 108051110 
Extension: 188250000B 
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Japanese (FI and F-Term) Classification 
Available in all collections 
 
Derived from the 6th Edition of the IPC, the classification FI (File Index) is used by the Japanese 
Patent Office examiners to classify Japanese documents. 
FI codes can be searched in the format: 
 
IPC code: G10L9/20 
Code IPC with file symbol: G10L9 / 20A 
Code IPC with subdivision: G10L9 20301 
Code IPC with subdivision and symbol file: G10L9/20301B 
Code IPC with facet: G10L9/14ZNM 
 

 
 
 
All technical areas covered by the FI are defined in themes and some of these themes are 
divided into F-Terms. 
F-Terms can be searched in the format: 
 
Theme: 4C206 
Theme and point of view: 4C206CB + 
Complete F-Term: 4C206CB23 
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Example : Search with ECLA codes 
 

 
 
As soon as you click in a Classification  input field it automatically expands to allow you to 
capture a long query. 
In addition, when you enter the first character, you automatically open an additional input field 
(equivalent to clicking the + sign to the left of the drop down menu). You can add up to four lines 
of search by classification. This feature allows you to search several codes in different 
classifications. To link two classifications, you can choose between the operators AND and OR. 
 
Example: Search by one ECLA code  and two PCL codes  combined by the OR operator 
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You can check the frequency of use of a code as well as its definition. Enter the desired 
classification code, or simply the beginning of the code, and click on the lookup tool   
available to the right of the input box. 
 
Thus in a new window you display a list of 50 codes beginning with the string that you had 
before. The frequency column provides the number of documents available in the database for 
each of the 50 codes. 
 
By clicking on the code of your choice, a new window will open displaying the definition of the 
code. 
 
You can browse the index by using the navigation arrows at the bottom left of the popup box 
and select one or more codes by checking the corresponding boxes. 
 
Then click the Add  button to expand your initial request or the Replace  button to replace the 
term you have entered with one of those you selected. 
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Searching by keywords and classification code(s) 
 
As part of a subject search, you can combine keywords and classification codes. For this 
combination, you have the choice between the AND operator and the OR operator. 
Simultaneous use of text and classification code(s) to define technology allows you to increase 
the completeness or accuracy of the search. 
 
Example:  Search by keywords combined with the OR operator and an ECLA code   
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5 – General search: applicant or assignee 
 
Applicant and company names provided by the various offices are not standardized. Questel is 
undertaking a project to normalize names including correction of typing errors, suppression of 
non-significant words such as the abbreviation of company types (such as Corp., Ltd., S.A., and 
GmbH), supplying the complete name in place of abbreviated names, and providing the most 
recent company name. In all cases, the original name received from the patent authority is also 
kept. 
 
As this project is not completed, we recommend using truncation and different forms of the 
name for a comprehensive search. 
 
• Use the unique part of the name - do not enter terms such as Corp., Inc., Ltd., S.A., KK, 
GmbH, etc. 
• Use truncation: + on the stem of each word in the assignee name to allow for multiple word 
endings  
• Use all possible variations of the name: acronyms, spelled out in full, and as one word or two  
• Consider using earlier and more recent versions of the company's name 
 
Name variations can be entered at the same time by separating each variant with a comma. 
Similarly, you can search different applicants at once by separating each name with a comma. 
The comma will be interpreted by Orbit as the operator OR. 
 
Examples:  IBM, INT+  BUS+ MACH+ 

DUPONT, NEMOURS, BRIDGE 
 
In the dropdown menu there are 3 search options: 
 
Assignee (Original or Current):  
The search is carried out on: 

• The original applicant - posted in Patent Assignee (Original)  (field PA0) 
• The applicant to the first stage of publication - posted in Assignee  (field PA1) 
• The beneficiary of the reallocation for US - documents displayed in Assignee  (field 

PAH) 
• The history of applicants - posted in Patent Assignee History  (field PAH) 
• Former and current assignees supplied essentially for US, EP, DE, and BE documents  - 

displayed in the legal status tab  (field OWR) 
• The latest name supplied by the standardization of Questel - documents displayed in 

Assignee  (field NPA) 
 
Current assignee: 
The search is carried out on the PA field displayed in Assignee which contains the most recent 
name supplied by the Questel normalization project. Since the name change has not occurred 
or if the name has not yet been standardized, the field contains the applicant at the first stage of 
publication or payee of the reallocation for US documents. 
 
Original assignee: 
The search is carried out on: 

• The original applicant - posted in Patent Assignee (Original) (field PA0) 
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• The applicant to the first stage of publication - posted in Assignee (field PA1) 
 
With these three options, the search is carried out on all members of the family. 
 
If you use other search criteria, combining with this field will occur automatically with the 
operator AND. 
 
Example:  Search for MATSUSHITA in Applicant (Original or Current):  
 

 
 
Results 
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Assignee Assistant 
 
You can check to see how an assignee name is indexed in the collection. Enter the desired 
name, or simply the beginning of the name, and then click the lookup tool button  to the right 
of the input box. 
 
Thus in a new window you display a list of 50 names beginning with the term you have entered. 
The Frequency  column provides the number of documents available in the database for each 
of the 50 names. 
 
You can browse the listing by using the arrows for navigation at the bottom left of the popup box 
and select one or more names by ticking the appropriate boxes. 
Then click the Add  button to expand your initial request or the Replace  button to replace the 
term you have entered with those you have selected. 
 
Note: The names selected in the dictionary will not be searched in the field Assignee (Original 
or Current).  
 

 
 
Print Preview displays, in a new window, the reformatted list allowing you to edit or print the 
list. 
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Corporate Tree 
 
Our partner, PatentRatings, provides us with the corporate tree feature. Affiliations include 
subsidiaries of entities who have filed at least one patent in the United States. 
 
Enter the name of the company which you want to display the tree for without using truncation 
or operators, then click Corporate Tree.  
The company hierarchies appear folded by default. To the right of each name, a figure in 
parentheses indicates the number of entities attached to each affiliate tree. 
 

 
 
To unfold a branch of the tree, click the triangle available to the left. 
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You can select one or more names by ticking the boxes for use in your search. 
Then click the Add  button to expand your initial request or the Replace  button to replace the 
term you have entered with those you selected. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: The terms selected in the Corporate Tree are not searched not in the field "Assignee 
(Original or Current)" (OWR) field in legal status. 
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5 – General search : inventor 
 
To perform a search by inventor, enter the name of the inventor in the inventor input box and 
click the Search  button. 
 
Inventor names are not standardized, so it is recommended that you search all possible 
variations of a name. The inventor's name is typed Last Name <space> First Name in the 
Inventor input field. A comma is used to separate one variation from another. Orbit interprets the 
comma as the OR operator. The NOT operator cannot be used. Different versions of an inventor 
name can be covered in one search by entering the variations separated by commas. 

The space between two words will be interpreted as the W operator. This means that the 
position of the first name in relation to the surname is important. EDISON THOMAS find patents 
where the inventor is listed as Edison Thomas but not those listed as Thomas Edison.  

Operators that may be used are AND, W, and S (to combine family name and first name).  
If you have other search criteria, the Inventor Name will be combined with the other criteria 
using the AND operator. 
 
The search is automatically conducted on the field Inventor (IN field). In the FamPat collection,   
all members of a family are searched as well as the Inventor after correction (INV field) 
information we have for EP and DE documents. 
 

 
 
If you use other search criteria, the inventor field will be automatically combined with the AND 
operator 
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Inventor Assistant 
 
You can check how an inventor name is indexed in the collection. Enter the name of the 
inventor wanted, or simply the beginning of the name, and then click the lookup tool button  
available to the right of the input box. 
 
Thus in a new window you display a list of 50 names of inventor beginning with the term you 
have entered. The frequency column provides the number of documents available in the 
database for each of the 50 names. 
 
You can browse the listing by using the arrows for navigation at the bottom left of the popup box 
and select one or more names by ticking the appropriate boxes. 
Then click the Add  button to expand your initial request or the Replace  button to replace the 
term you have entered with those you have selected. 
 
Note: The names selected in the dictionary will not be searched in the field Inventor after 
correction  (INV). 
 

 
 
Print Preview displays, in a new window, the reformatted list, allowing you to edit or print the 
list. 
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5 – General search: representative 
 
To perform a search by representative, enter the name of the representative in the appropriate 
input box and click the Search button. Representative’s address is not searchable. 
 
It is possible to find multiple representatives at a time by separating each name with a comma. 
Similarly, you can enter different variants of the same name by separating them with a comma. 
The comma will be interpreted by Orbit as the operator OR. 
 
The space between two words will be interpreted as operator W. 
The operators AND, S (to combine family name and first name), or NOT can be used. 
 
In FamPat and PlusPat, the search will be on the Representative (RP) field available for US, 
EP, WO and FR documents as well as the Change of agent (REP) information we have for EP, 
DE and CH documents in legal status information. 
 
In the FullText collection, research by representative is available for all sources except Austria, 
Belgium, Switzerland, Spain, United Kingdom, Scandinavia, Brazil, India and Taiwan. 
 

 
 
If you use other search criteria, the representative field will automatically be combined with the 
AND operator. 
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Representative Assistant 
 
You can check how an representative name is indexed in the collection. Enter the name of the 
desired agent, or simply the beginning of the name, and then click the lookup tool button  
available to the right of the input box. 
 
Thus in a new window you display a list of 50 representative names starting with the term you 
have entered. The frequency column provides the number of documents available in the 
database for each of the 50 names. 
 
You can browse the dictionary by using the arrows for navigation at the bottom left of the popup 
box and select one or more names by ticking the appropriate boxes. 
Then click the Add  button to expand your initial request or the Replace  button to replace the 
term you have entered with those you have selected. 
 
Note: Dictionary selections will not be searched in the Change of agent field (REP) provided in 
legal status information. 
 

 
 
Print Preview displays, in a new window, the reformatted list, allowing you to edit or print the 
list. 
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5 – General search: numbers 
 
You can choose between four search options: 

• Publication number       • Application number 
• Priority number              • Application or priority 

 
If you use other search criteria, the number field will be automatically combined with the AND 
operator 
Note: If you want to search on all types of number simultaneously, use the number search 
wizard and not the General search wizard. 
 
Searching by publication number 
 
Enter the number in accordance with the rules below: 

• Always enter the two-character country code before the publication number 
• Do not enter the publication kind code (A, B, etc...) with the number 
• Enter the four-digit year for numbers which the year and are published from the  

year 2000. Example:  US20050257307 
• Enter the two-digit year for numbers including the year and published before the  

year 2000. Example:  WO9912345 
• For U.S. patents that are not Utility Patents, specify the type of document after  

the country code 
Examples: 

USD419277 (Design Patent)  
USH001830 (Statutory Invention Registration - SIR)  
USRE36522 (Reissue)  
UST109201 (Defensive Publication)  
USPP11184 (Plant Patent)  

 
Characters such as space, comma or forward slash, sometimes present in the document 
number as published, are accepted by Orbit (or not) depending on the options you have set in 
your user preferences (see Chapter 17 “User settings”). 
 
To find several publication numbers at the same time, separate the numbers with a comma. 
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By clicking on the button  available on the right of the field, you get a wizard that allows you 
to enter up to 100 numbers. This tool is particularly effective when copying and pasting a list of 
numbers from a Word or Excel file. 
Note: If you want to search over 100 publication numbers, use the number search wizard. 
 
Numbers can be separated by a space, a comma, a semicolon, or by hitting Enter  on your 
keyboard. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By clicking on the Format  button, you get a list of 
Questel standardized format numbers. All numbers in this list are 
checked. You may decide to remove certain numbers by deselecting. When your list is 
complete, click the Validate button, and then click the Ok button to send the numbers to the 
Numbers Assistant. 
 
It is also possible to paste text containing  
patent numbers into the wizard. 
 
Orbit will eliminate unnecessary words and 
will present you with a list of numbers that  
you can validate or deselect. 
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Searching by application or priority number 
 
Enter the number in Questel standardized format below: 
 
• Standardized Questel format -- YYYYCC-NNNNNNN 
Example: Converting GB9410620 to standardized format 

o YYYY = year of filing 
o CC = country code 
o NNNNNNN = application 7-digit number. If it is less than 7 digits, add 0s after the 

country code to reach 7 digits 
o 1994GB-0011620 

 
• PCT applications -- YYYYWO-CCNNNNN 
Example: Converting PCT/DE00/02241 to standardized format 

o YYYY = year of filing 
o WO = country code 
o CC = country of origin code 
o NNNNN = application 5 digit number. If it has less than 5 digits, add 0s after the country 

code to reach 5 digits 
o 2000WO-DE02241 

 
• US provisional applications -- YYYYUS-PNNNNNN 
Example: Converting US Provisional 60/534950, filed January 8, 2004, to standardized format 

o YYYY = year of filing 
o US = country code 
o P = provisional (replaces the code Series 60) 
o NNNNNN = 6-digit application number. If there are less than 6 digits, add 0s after the 

country code to reach 6 digits 
o 2004US-P534950 

 
To search for multiple numbers at the same time, separate the numbers with a comma. 
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5 – General search: dates 
 
You can restrict your search to a range of dates of publication, filing or priority. Three options 
are available: From, Up to, and Between. 
 
Enter the date or dates in the format YYYY-MM-DD or use the calendar tool. 
 
If you have other search criteria, the date will be combined with the other criteria using the AND 
operator. 
 
Note that FamPat records contain multiple family members and thus multiple publication dates 
for one invention. Publication Date searches the publication date for all family members. The 
Application Date searches the application date for all family members. The Priority Date 
searches the earliest priority date of the family members.  
 
Due to the size of the FamPat collection, date range searches can be slow to process. We 
recommend that you keep the date range span to less than 10 years. 
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5 – General search: country of publication 
 
FamPat and PlusPat are multi-geographic collections covering nearly 100 countries. Limiting by 
publication country can be useful to narrow your search results. 
 
You can search by: 

• The 2-letter country code 
• The country code and kind code 
• The date of publication under the format YYYYMMDD, YYYYMM or YYYY 

 
To combine country code and date, use the L operator. 
 

 
 
If you use other search criteria, the publication country field will be automatically combined with 
the AND operator. 
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5 – General search: more fields 
 
The More fields  section offers you a drop-down menu of additional search criteria which you 
can use in combination with the other General search fields to enhance your search. The 
additional fields available will vary depending on which collection you are searching. Up to five 
of these fields may be searched at a time. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A click on the + sign available to the left of the menu will open an additional line. Similarly, when 
you enter the first character of the term to search, you automatically open an additional input 
line. You can add up to four additional lines to search. 
 
If you use other search criteria, the More fields  section(s) will be automatically combined with 
the AND operator. 
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Abstract, advantages of the invention and drawbacks  of prior art, and object of 
the invention 
 
In FamPat, these three fields are automatically searched with other fields where, in the 
Keywords section, you use the following search criteria: 
 

• Title, abstract     includes the abstract field 
• Title, abstract, claims    includes the abstract field 
• Title, abstract, key content includes the abstract field, advantages of 

the invention, independent claims, and the 
object of the invention 

• Title, abstract, key content, claims includes the abstract field, advantages of 
the invention, independent claims, and the 
object of the invention 

• Key content  includes the advantages and drawbacks 
over prior art, object of the invention and the 
independent claims 

 
With the More fields option, you have the opportunity to search these fields individually. 
 
Search these fields with keywords using truncation and operators as necessary. 
 
The Abstract  field searches in all available abstracts: 

• Original English or official translation  by the EPO 
• French:  mainly for WO, EP, FR, CA and BE publications since 1978 
• German:  mainly for publications since 1989, EP since 1978, and WO since 1995 
• Other languages:  Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, Chinese, Korean, Japanese, 

Russian, Swedish, Finnish, Norwegian, Danish 
• English machine translations  

 
The ADB  (advantages and drawbacks over prior art) field searches only in the EP, WO and US 
documents published in the English language: 

• EP applications since 1988 
• PCT applications since mid-2001 
• Patents from 1971 to 2000 USD 
• US requests since March 15, 2001 

 
Notes: 

• A space between the terms is understood as an implicit adjacency 
• A comma between the words shall be replaced by the operator OR 

 
Citations  
 
Citations (patents and literature references) are available for the following publications in 
FamPat and PlusPat: 
 

EP - since 1978   BE - since 1988  AP - since 1984 
WO - since 1978   CH - since 1963   CZ - since 1997 
US - since 1971  NL - since 1947   LU - since 1999 
FR - since 1969   TR - since 1987   SG - since 2001 
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GB - since 1983   AU - since 1974  GR - since 1988 
DE - since 1943  DK - since 1956  BG - since 1999 
JP - since 1972  ES - since 1993  EA – since 1996 

 
Patents cited in search reports are posted under the title "Search report" or "Examiner citations" 
for all of the countries listed above. 

• For US, EP, WO, FR, DE, NL, BE, GR, CH, UK, SI, LU and DK publications, the field 
also contains the patents cited by the applicant posted under the title "Applicant 
citations" 

• For EP publications, the field also contains the cited patents posted under the title 
"Opposition citations" and "Observer Citations (art. 115)” 

• For JP publications, cited patents are divided into 4 sections: "Opposition citations - 
reason for opposition", "Opposition citations - reason for decision", "Explore citations - 
reason for refusal" and "Citations in registration report” 

 
Literature references cited in search reports are displayed under the title "search report 
references" or "Consider references" for all the countries listed on the previous page. 

• For US, EP, WO, FR, DE, NL, BE, GR, CH, UK, SI, LU and DK publications, the field 
also includes the references cited by the applicant posted under the title "Applicant 
references" 

• For EP publications, the field also contains the cited references displayed under the title 
"Opposition references" and "observe references (art.115)” 

 
For a complete search of citations (cited and citing) from a number of patents, use the Citation 
search wizard. 
 
In the More fields  section, those fields are useful if you want to: 

• Combine search by a cited patent number with other search criteria 
• Search the country code of a cited patent 
• Search by a non-patent literature reference 

 
With Citations, all  search by entering a cited patent number in the Questel standard format 
CCNNNNNNN or just a two-letter country code.  
 
With Citations, non-patent references  you can search by words in the title, author name or 
source, year of publication, or XP number assigned by the EPO. 
 
Notes: 

• A space between two words is replaced by the operator AND 
• A comma between two words is replaced by the operator OR 

 
Country 
 
In the More fields  section you have the option to search by countries other than country of 
publication in all three collections. 
 

• Designated States:  this specification allows you to find the country designated 
in EP and WO documents. For the EP, designated countries are those specified 
in last publication. Input the two-letter country code(s). 
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• Patent Assignee Country: can be searched using the two-letter country code. 
 
• Patent Assignee US State:  this specification allows searching by US state of 

the applicant using the two-letter state code. This search is possible only for US 
publications. 

 
• Inventor Country : can be searched using the two-letter letter country code. 

 
• Inventor US State:  this specification allows searching for the US State of the 

inventor by using the two-letter state code. This search is possible only for US 
publications. 

 
• Representative Country:  search by the country of the agent using the two-letter 

country code. This search is possible only for US, EP and WO publications. 
 
Notes: 

• A space between two country codes is replaced by the operator AND 
• A comma between two country codes is replaced by the operator OR 

 
Numbers 
 
With the More fields  menu you have have the ability to enter number search criteria other than 
publication, application, and priority numbers in both the FamPat and PlusPat collections. 
 

• Identifiying number of FamPat family:  also called FAN, this number is assigned to 
each FamPat family even if it consists of a single member. Enter the complete number in 
the following format: YYYYNNNNNNNNN. 

 
• Original PCT publication number:  this specification allows searching by 

• The number of publication of the PCT application of origin (before 2000) 
WOYYNNNNN format or WOYYYYNNNNN format (since 2000) 

• The publication date of the PCT application of origin in the format YYYY or YYYYMM 
or full format YYYYMMDD 

 
• Original PCT filing number:  this specification allows searching by 

• The application number of the PCT of origin in the format YYYYWO-CCNNNNN 
• The filing date of the PCT application of origin in the format YYYY or YYYYMM or full 

format YYYYMMDD 
 

• US and French filing details:  data available regarding US and French documents 
indicating whether US patents are derived from other patents (continuation of, division 
of) and if French patents were divided. 
For US patents, the number format is YYYYUS-NNNNNNN (replace N with zeros as 
needed). Searching a provisional application number requires replace the serial number 
(60) with a P. 
You can also use the US PTO number format: US SCNNNNNN (SC: series code) 
For French patents, searching for the original application number for division is carried 
out with application number (before February 1987) and with the publication number 
(after February 1987). 
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• US case ID number:  this allows searching for US patents related to a specific litigation 
case identifier. 

 
Notes: 

• A space between two numbers is replaced by the operator AND 
• A comma between two numbers is replaced by the operator OR 

 
Dates 
 
The More fields  menu gives you the option to search on date records beyond publication, 
application, and priority dates in both FamPat and PlusPat.  
 
Enter dates in these formats: YYYY or YYYY-MM or YYYY-MM-DD. 
 

• Other dates of publication:  this specification allows to search by date of coming into 
force, previous publication, or date of U.S.C. 371 national stage. 

 
By default, the search will run with digital operator = (equal to). You can enter another numerical 
operator of your choice. 

> (more recent than) to look after a specified date 
< (before) to search prior to a specified date 
> = (greater than or equal) to find activity on or since the specified date 
< = (less than or equal) to search activity before and until the specified date 
: (colon) to set a date range 

 
• Date of publication of the application:  search by date of publication of the application 

in all members of the family. 
 

• First date of issued grant:  search by date of publication of the grant within all members 
of the family. 

 
• Patent date, last publication:  search by date of last stage of publication in all members 

of the family. 
 
• First family’s priority date:  allows you to find the earliest priority date of the family. 
 

IDT Classification 
 
The Dutch IDT (Indelig Der Techniek) classification is a classification of the European Patent 
Office that is no longer used. Search by complete index in FamPat and PlusPat. 
 
Notes: 

• A space between two numbers is replaced by the operator AND 
• A comma between two numbers is replaced by the operator OR 

 
Number of patents in the FamPat family / number of priorities in the FamPat family 
 

• Number of patents in the FamPat family: narrow your search by specifying the number 
of patents present in the family. 
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By default, the search will run with digital operator = (equal to). You can enter another numerical 
operator of your choice. 

> (more than) to find a greater number  
< (less than) to search a smaller number 
> = (greater than or equal) sets a minimum number of results 
< = (less than or equal) to find a maximum number of results 
: (colon) to set a number range 

 
• Number of priorities in the FamPat family: narrow your search by specifying a number of 

priorities in the family. 
 
By default, the search will run with digital operator = (equal). You can enter another numerical 
operator of your choice (see above). 
 
US Notes 
 
The More fields  section offers several search options for searching US documents in FamPat 
and PlusPat. 
 

•  USPTO examiner or US representative:  search by the US Patent & Trademark Office 
examiner name or the representative/agent name. Truncation and operators may be 
used, including W and D. 

Notes: 
• A space between two terms is replaced by the operator AND 
• A comma between two terms is replaced by the operator OR 

This field also contains additional information regarding EP and WO documents such as the 
indication of divisions, amendments or corrections. 
 
• Independent claims number  (US): this specification allows you to find a number of 

independent claims in US documents. 
 
 • Number of claims (US ): restrict the search to US documents with a certain number of 

claims. 
 
 • Number of drawings (US):  this specification allows restriction of the search to documents 

US with a number of pages of drawings. 
 
• Number of figures (US):  allows you to restrict the search to US documents with a number 

of drawings/diagrams. 
 

By default, the four search options above will run with digital operator = (equal to). You can 
enter another numerical operator of your choice. 

> (more than) to find a greater number  
< (less than) to search a smaller number 
> = (greater than or equal) sets a minimum number of results 
< = (less than or equal) to find a maximum number of results 
: (colon) to set a number range 
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5 – General search: restriction 
 
Restricting search by week of input in the collecti on 
 
This function is not to be used alone, but in combination with (AND) other search criteria in the 
FamPat and PlusPat collections. 
 
You can restrict your search to patents introduced into the collection: 

• In the last update by selecting Most recent  
• In the last 4 updates by selecting Last 4 weeks  

 
Running the same search regularly allows you to retrieve only documents newly entered into the 
collections. 
 
To access this feature, click the arrow to the left of the Restriction  section heading at the 
bottom of your screen to expand the section and show the available fields. 
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Restriction to a legal status event 
 
Searching legal status is done only in combination with other search criteria such as keywords, 
classification, patent assignee or publication country. 
 
The information comes from the European Patent Office’s legal status database, also known as 
PRS (Patent Register Service), which covers events occurring throughout the life of the patent 
and affecting its legal situation. 
 
Approximately 50 patent offices are covered. 
 

Country Country 
Code  

Earliest 
Coverage  

 Country  Country 
Code 

Earliest 
Coverage  

WIPO WO 1978   Hungary  HU 1990 

EPO EP 1978   Ireland  IE 1993 

EAPO EA 1996   Israel  IL 1996 

United States  US 1968   Italy  IT 1989 

Germany  DE 1978   Lithuania  LT 1995 

Former East 
Germany 

DD 1992   Moldova (rep. of) MD 1994 

Australia  AU 2000   Monaco  MC 1972 

Austria  AT 1975   Norway  NO 2001 

Belgium  BE 1984   New Zealand  NZ 2001 

Brazil  BR 1995   Netherlands  NL 1973 

Canada  CA 1993   Portugal  PT 1991 

Chile  CL 1990   United Kingdom  GB 1968 

Denmark  DK 1982   Russia (Fed. of) RU 2009 

Spain  ES 1992   Sweden  SE 1995 

Estonia  EE 2004   Slovenia  SI 2004 

Finland  FI 1993   Switzerland  CH 1958 

France  FR 1969   Taiwan  TW 2000 

Hong Kong  HK 2004   Czech (rep.)  CZ 2000 

1. For Bulgaria, Belize, China, Egypt, Georgia, Japan, Kenya, South Korea, Latvia, Mexico, 
Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Uzbekistan and South Africa, the database only contains 
information on entry into national phase of the corresponding PCT application.  

2. For Luxembourg, the database only covers the Supplementary Protection Certificates.  

In the dropdown menu, 7 categories of events are searchable: 

• Payment of Fees, In Force:  Payment of annuities; in force, registered, issued 
• Opposition:  Opposition, Re-examination  
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• Licensing:  Rights related to Licensing and Operating information 
• Term Right Extension: Actions concerning complementary or supplementary 

certificates of protection 
• Ownership:  Name change applicants, owners, inventors; others: opponents, requestors 
• Entry into National Phase:  Entry into national phase, translations (AP, EA, EP, OA 

WO)  
• Not in Force:  Not in force, forfeitures, expirations, refusal, withdrawals 

Please Note: Legal Status searching will limit your  search to the countries covered 
above. It may exclude a large portion of your origi nal search results. 

To access this feature, click the triangle to the left of Restriction to expand the section. 
 

 
 
To minimize this or any other section, click on the triangle to the left of the section heading. 
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5 – General search: command line searching 
 
Translating your requests into command line languag e  
 
Using the command line gives greater flexibility to use all Questel operators, forms of truncation, 
and nesting in conjunction with keywords. The use of indexes and checking for or limiting to the 
presence of fields are available only in command line searching or when creating a script.  
To specify an index, enter a slash (/) followed by the field after your search term(s) except for 
indexes for use with numeric operators such as =>> = <<= . For example , to run a search on 
assignees located in the United States, enter US/PAC.  
You have the ability to combine searches, using the text boxes and then adding those fields that 
are not available in the wizard to your search though the command line. You can also use only 
the command line to write your search. 
Index fields that are not offered in the search wizard: 
 
Field  Index  Example  
Abstracts  / ABS  (PHENYL AND VIRAL +)/ABS  
Patent Object  / OBJ  (CLUB HEAD)/OBJ  
Advantages and 
Drawbacks  

/ ADB  (ELECTRONIC? AND 
ACCELEROMETER +)/ADB  

Description  / DESC (+ FLEXIBLE ACCELEROMETER 
AND PIVOT FREE+)/DESC  

Assignee 
countries  

/ PAC (JP)/PAC 

Inventor 
Countries  

/ INC (US)/INC  

Designated 
countries  

/ DS (GB /DS  

Related/Original 
PCT Publication 
number  

/ NPP (WO200353458)/PPN  

Related/Original 
PCT  
Application 
number  

/ PAP 
 

/AP 

(2002WO-GB00011)/PAP  

US Filing Details  / FD (1997US-0930464)/FD  
The last 
publication date 
of each member  

/ PDL PDL>=2006  

Publication date 
application  

/ PDA PDA=2007  

Patent Grant 
Date  

/ PDG PDG=2000  

All priority dates  / PRD PRD>=1988  
Number of 
patents in the 
family  

/ NPN NPN=1  
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All patents cited  
 
Patents cited 
code with 
particular 
relevance  

/ CT / XCT 
 
 

/ XCTD 
/ XCTE 
/ XCTL 
/ XCTO 
/ XCTP 
/ XCTT 
/ XCTX 
/ XCTY 

(EP-248377)/CT  

Literature Cited  / REF (SIGNAL 1W MAGAZINE)/REF  
Field Presence 
(=YES)  

All fields  XCTX=YES  

 
The command line is especially useful for: 

• Restricting your search to documents with a specific field  
• Using the NOT operator in search criteria 
• Searching by a new field that has not yet been integrated into the search wizard 
• Using the LIM command to create a data sub-set 

 
The complete list of fields and indexes is available in the searchable FamPat fact sheet located 
here: http://www.questel.com/customersupport/userdoc/fctsht/FamPat.pdf or, for a list of the 
fields available in the command line that are not available in the search wizard (shown above), 
click on the help button          on the far right of the command line box. 
 
Note: Command line search terms will be shown with yellow highlighting. 
 
ATTENTION! When the command line is open, any changes made in the wizard, including 
changes in the collection selection or fulltext sources, will NOT be taken into account by the 
command line unless you click the button Show the cmd line  again. 
 
 
• Presence of a field 
 
It is possible to search records based on the presence of a specific field. The command to use 
is = YES. 
Examples: 
EC = YES for seeking families where at least one member has an ECLA code 
XCTX = YES for seeking families where at least one member has patents cited in category X 
 
Example: Search by keywords, date and country of publication in addition to XCTX=YES in the 
command line to search only for documents having patents cited in category X. 
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• Exclusion of documents 
 
By default, different search criteria are combined together by the operator AND. Only the 
Classifications input box has the option to be combined by either operator AND or OR. 
If you want to connect two terms with a different operator, you can do this by using the 
command line. 
 
Example:  Search by keywords, IPC code and publication date. If the goal is to exclude 
documents classified with this IPC code, this is not possible in the preformatted fields of the 
search wizard. The solution is to open the command line and change the operator to NOT. 
 
Attention:  Make sure you nest (put parentheses around) your search terms if you mix different 
operators in the same query. 
 

 

Replace the OR operator with 
NOT to exclude particular terms 
from your search results. 
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• The use of indexes 
 
To specify an index, enter a slash (/) followed by the field code AFTER the search term except 
for when using indexes with numeric operators such as = > > = < < =. 
 
Example: 
The field MED, French SPC (Supplementary Protection certificate) for EP and FR documents. 
This field is searchable in PlusPat and FamPat but has not yet been integrated into the General 
search wizard. By using the command line, it is possible to search it. 
 
Enter RIVAROXABAN/MED to find a family where at least one member has a SPC for the drug 
RIVAROXABAN. 
 

 
 
• LIM command 
 
Use the LIM command to create a subset of the collection to start your search from. 
Subsequent queries are executed on the subset only. 
 
This command is useful when: 
• Your query contains many common terms likely to recover many millions of documents 
• Your query takes too much time to process when searching the entire database 
• Your session will comprise more than 200 queries (this is the maximum). 
Command of limitation to optimize these queries processing time and save the number of 
queries needed for your search strategy. 
 
The command syntax is: 
 
LIM followed by a term or phrase to search 
Example:  LIM (COLLAPSIBLE KEYBOARD)/BI/SA 
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All subsequent queries will be the result of an implicit combination with the COLLAPSIBLE 
KEYBOARD/BI/SA search. 
 
or 
 
LIM followed the number of the query which will set the search parameter 
Example:  LIM 1 
All subsequent queries will be the result of a combination with the first query. 
 
To cancel the limitation and work with the entire collection again, enter the command LIM ALL.  
 
Note:  Search strategies containing a LIM command cannot be registered as an alert. 
 
Example:  An IPC subclass in the first search query 
 

 
 
Limitation on query 1. Subsequent queries will be automatically processed in combination with 
the results of the first query. 
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5 – General search: creating a script 
 
The script function enables you to write an expert search strategy using Questel command 
language. Unlike the command line, which enables creation of a single query, the script allows 
you to enter a complete strategy containing a sequence of queries. 
To access the script creation page, click Create script. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Enter the strategy with one line per search step. 
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The default name is "SCRIPT". You can rename it, using a maximum of 30 alphanumeric 
characters (accents and spaces allowed). Then click the button Save & Execute  to start the 
search. 
 
Your script is automatically saved and you can then access it by clicking on the My saved 
searches  option in the menu on the left side of the screen. If your scripts are one-off searches 
that you do not need to save, keep the name "SCRIPT" proposed by default and each new 
script will replace the previous one in your saved searches. 
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5 – General search: strategy management 
 
Modify a query 
 
If you want to modify your last query to: 

• fix typos 
• add or remove a keyword 
• add or remove search criteria 
 

Click on Search history  in the left-hand menu.  This option allows you to display all the 
searches made in the three collections.  The history consists of up to three tabs, one tab per 
collection you have searched in. Clicking on the Search history automatically positions the tab 
for the last collection searched. 
 

 

 

The Source  column specifies, for the FullText collection, the list of souces searched and the 
details of the results by source. 
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If, when searching the FamPat or Fulltext collections, you deselect some of the fulltext sources, 
this is shown in the search history by a line added to the history that begins with “CONNECT” 
and is followed by a list of the sources selected for searching. 
 

 
 

 
 
When all sources are once again selected, this is shown in the search history with the line 
“CONNECT ALL”. 
 

 
 
See Chapter 3 “Collection Coverage” for a list of the available sources. 
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Clicking on the Modify  option on the line of the query you want to change in the Action  column 
will put the query in the command line box at the bottom of the screen, where you can alter and 
run it again. 
 

 

Search history also allows for: 
• Viewing  the results of a previous query without having to rerun the search. Click on 
Show results.  
• Erasing  a search step by clicking on the Delete option. You can also erase an entire 
strategy by clicking on the Erase all  option available in the light blue toolbar at the top of 
the screen. 
• Saving  a query by clicking the Save button on the line of the query that you want to 
save, or saving and entire strategy by clicking on Save entire strategy  in the light blue 
toolbar at the top of the screen. These functions are detailed in Chapter 14 “Saving 
Your Work” . 
• Alert  setup (see Chapter 15 “Alerts” ). 

 
Note: The search history can also be seen by selecting an optional tab in the right hand viewing 
pane in the hitlist display screen. From this view of the search history, the only function available 
is to see the results of each query by clicking on the blue Result(s)  numbers listed. 
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Combine queries 
 
The Search history feature also allows you to combine search steps to create a new query. 
This is particularly useful when you do not want the different criteria of your search combined by 
the AND operator as is done implicitly by the wizard. 
 
In the input box at the bottom of the screen labeled Combine strategies , enter the Search Step 
numbers of the queries you want to combine linked by an operator (AND, OR, NOT). If you use 
different operators, use parentheses to nest terms. Click on the Search  button. 
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You can also combine a query with a keyword or any other search term. This feature is aimed at 
Questel language experts because it requires knowledge of each collection’s basic index and 
search syntax. 
 

 

Use command language 
 
If you used the LIM command in the command line of the General search wizard, this command 
appears in the search history. 
Note:  The Delete  button available for LIM clears the query line but does not negate the 
limitation. To cancel the restriction, enter the command LIM ALL.  
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Creation or cancellation of limit orders can be used in the command line control panel of the 
search history. 
 

 

This option is especially convenient to use when your user preferences are set to display the 
search history instead of the list of results after executing a query. 
 
By default, executing a query automatically displays the list of results. 
But if your search strategy consists of several queries related to each other and you do not want 
to see a list of results for each query, you can set your preferences to have the history displayed 
after each execution instead of going to a hitlist. 
This allows you to optimize your search time. 

 

Citation search commands can also be used in the control panel of the search history.  
The correct search syntax is to enter the command followed by your search set number or 
patent number. You can use publication (PN), application (AP), or priority numbers (PR).  
The maximum initial set size for these commands is 1,000 records.  
 
The CITB command finds information regarding cited patents. Using this command will retrieve 
all patent numbers cited (in the XCT field) as well as searching publication numbers (in the XPN 
field). Documents for the patent the search is based on are included in the result.  
Syntax example:  CITB SS n or CITB <number>/<field> 
 
The CITF command retrieves subsequent patents that are citing the patents in your initial set. 
Documents for the patent the search is based on are included in the result.  
Syntax example:  CITF SS n or CITF <number>/<field> 
 
The command CITBF allows a simultaneous search of both cited and citing patents. 
Example syntax:  CITBF SS n or CITBF <number>/<field> 
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Other parameters can be added to these commands: 
 
NOSOURCE: allows exclusion of the original set without eliminating citations between families 
from such set. 
Syntax example:  CITF NOSOURCE SS 4 
 
CAT:  Allows limitation of the search to the citations of a specific category of relevance (see 
Chapter 7 “Citation search”  for further details) 
Syntax example:  CITB NOSOURCE CAT X Y SS 2 
 
Print or export session search history 

The print  function , available to the left in the light blue toolbar at the top of the page, creates 
a popup window showing your current session’s history in a printer-friendly format. From here 
you can print or, by right-clicking in the window, save a snapshot view of the search history in 
TXT or HTML format. 
 
The export  function, also available in the top toolbar, creates a formatted CSV, PDF, RTF or 
TXT file containing the search history for whichever database you are displaying in your search 
history at the time. 
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6 – Number search 
 
The number search wizard enables: 

• Simplified number searching 
• Inpadoc family searching 
• Similarity searching 

 
Simplified number search 
 
In this section, you can search several hundred numbers at once. If you enter more than one 
number, they can be separated by a space, a comma, a semicolon or by hitting Enter. 
Several search criteria are available: 

• Publication number 
• Application number 
• Priority number 
• Application or priority number 
• Application or priority or publication number  

For publication numbers , characters, such as a space, comma or slash, sometimes present in 
the document number as published, are accepted by Orbit. In this case, the Detect and display 
patent numbers  has to be ticked off. A list of the reformatted numbers will display, with all 
numbers in this list checked. You can choose to delete certain numbers from your search by 
deselecting. When your list is completed, click Validate  to start the search. This tool is 
particularly effective when you copy a list of numbers from a Word or Excel file or text containing 
publication numbers.  

If using the Questel standardized format it is not necessary to use the Detect and display option. 

If you do not specify a country code, the system will search all the countries that might 
correspond to the numbers.  

The publication number is displayed in the hit list, regardless of your user settings.   
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Search by “Any patent number” 
 
This option, selected by default, allows you to simultaneously search publication and priority 
numbers. 
Do not enter special characters such as a space, comma or forward slash. The country code is 
required. 
With this search option, we recommend that you use the standard Questel number format 
because Orbit will not automatically reformat the number(s). 
 
For publication numbers 

• Always enter the two character country code before the publication number 
• Do not enter the status code (A, B, etc.) with the number 
• Enter the four-digit year numbers including year and which are published from the year 
2000 on 
Example:  US20050257307 
• Enter two-digit year numbers including year and published before the year 2000  
Example:  WO9912345 
• For US publications that are not utility patents, specify the type of document after the 
country code 
Examples:  
USD419277 (Design Patent) 
USH001830 (Statutory Invention Registration - SIR) 
USRE36522 (Reissue) 
UST109201 (Defensive Publication) 
USPP11184 (Patent Plant) 

 
For application or priority numbers: 
• Standardized format is YYYYCC-NNNNNNN 

o YYYY = year of filing 
o CC = country code 
o NNNNNNN = 7-digit application number. If it is less than 7 digits, add the number of 0s 
needed to reach 7 digits after the country code. 
Example:  1994GB-0011620 

 
• PCT applications = YYYYWO-CCNNNNN 

o YYYY = year of filing 
o WO = country code 
o CC = country of origin code 
o NNNNN = 5 digit application number. If it has less than 5 digits, add the number of 0s 
needed to achieve 5 digits after the country of origin code. 
Example: 2000WO-DE02241 

 
• US provisional applications = YYYYUS-PNNNNNN 

o YYYY = year of filing 
o US = country code 
o P = Provisional (replaces the series code 60) 
o NNNNNN = 6-digit application number. If there are less than 6 digits, add the number 
of 0s needed to achieve 6 digits after the P. 
Example:  2004US-P534950 

 
Click on the Search  button to initiate the request. 
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When searching with the Application number, Priority number,  or Application or priority 
numbers  options we recommend that you use the Questel standardized format because there 
is no automatic reformatting of the numbers by Orbit (see above). 
 
 
Inpadoc family searching 
 
An applicant seeking protection for an invention must file for a patent in each country where 
patent protection is desired. The worldwide applications and publications for an invention are 
collectively known as a patent family. Typically, the applicant files for a patent in his own country 
first. Subsequent applications in other countries will claim priority rights based on this original 
application and filing date. The application number and filing date for the original application are 
called the priority number and priority date. In an Inpadoc family search, all documents share at 
least one priority. The family also includes divisions, continuations and continuations-in-part.  
To search for an Inpadoc family, enter one publication number and check the box for Inpadoc 
Family Search. You may also check the Display Graph option.  
 

 
 
Example: The Inpadoc search for publication number EP1234557 brings up two FamPat 
families. Document display is set to automatically show the record of the first family. 
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For each record, information is supplemented by legal status data.  
 

 
 
Note: A link to the Inpadoc family is also available following a search in the General search 
wizard (see Chapter 9  “Displaying individual records: family detail” ) 
 
Show Graph is available only when Search Inpadoc Family is selected. Displaying the graph 
gives a visual representation of the extended family links to different priorities.  
By default, the graph is displayed by FamPat family. In the example below, we find the Inpadoc 
family, representatively colored by the two FamPat families, one blue and one pink.  
A different color is assigned to each priority number and with the arrows and color you see the 
various priority links. 
 

To unfold or 
collapse a family list, 
click on the triangle. 

Hovering your mouse over the Kind code 
will bring up the definition of the code. 
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You can request a color graph by status. The numbers on blue background are published 
applications, the numbers on green background are granted patents. Country filters are also 
available. 
 

 
 
By placing the cursor on a publication number, it turns yellow as do all the priority numbers it 
claims. The title of the document appears.  
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Conversely, placing the cursor on a priority number, you see in yellow all patent numbers having 
claimed priority of that number. 
 
Double-clicking a patent number will display details of its FamPat family in a new window. 
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The icons at the top of the graph allow you to export in GIF or PDF, or multi-page PDF  formats. 
In this view, the menu on the left is folded to provide more space for the graph. 
 

 
 
 
Similarity searches 
 
A similarity search uses certain information to identify the focus of a FamPat family and then 
find all FamPat families with the same focus. 
The information used is: 

• ECLA (European Classification Codes) codes 
• ICAA (from the International Patent Classification [IPC]) codes 
• US (PCL) codes 
• Cited and citing patents 
• Concepts from the initial patent, when available 

 
The Similarity search is an easy way to execute precise international patent subject searches, 
starting from a single patent number.  
Enter one  publication, application, or priority number and select Search similar patents.  Note 
that this feature is also available following a search in the General search wizard in the list of 
results (see Chapter 8 "Results" ) as well as in the displayed documents (see Chapter 9 
"Displaying individual records" ). 

Results have at least one common criterion and are automatically sorted by relevance.  

Example: The search for publication number EP1234557 found 44,477 similar documents. 
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Selecting the Kwic tab at the record level (see Chapter 8 "Results" ) will show the classification 
codes, numbers of citations and concepts that the family has in common with the your source 
patent number. This information will appear in bold. 
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7 – Citation search 
 
When a patent is published it includes a list of citations to previously published patents and 
literature. This cited art has some direct relevance, in terms of novelty, obviousness, or state-of-
the-art, to one or more claims in the patent. Patent applicants and patent examiners will assign 
patent citations.  
 
A citation search is a specific subject search of the technology that is closely related to a 
published patent. The backward citation search will retrieve the prior art that is cited on the 
patent. The forward citation search will retrieve all the subsequently published patents that cite 
the patent. 
 
In Orbit, citations are available for publications EP (since 1978), WO (since 1978), US (since 
1971), AP (since 1984), AU (since 1974), BE (since 1988), CH (since 1963), CZ (since 1997), 
DE (since 1943), DK (since 1956), ES (since 1993), FR (since 1969), GB (since 1983), GR 
(since 1988), JP (since 1972), LU (since 1999), NL (since 1947), SG (since 2001) and TR (since 
1987). 
 
A backward citation search is a typical place to start a validity search.  
A forward citation search is a typical place to look for patent infringement.  
A backward and forward citation search together creates a very precise subject search from 
the starting point of a single patent number.  
 
Enter a publication, application or priority number. Use the formatting rules outlined in Chapter 
6 “Number search: Questel standardized numbers" . 
  
Orbit automatically defaults to searching both the forward and backward citations. If only one 
type of citation (backward or forward) is desired, it is necessary to uncheck the unwanted 
citation type. The same applies if the original patent is not to be displayed. 
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The display graph  option is only available when the other three options are checked. The 
graph gives a visual representation of citation chains. Note: A link to the citation graph is also 
available when viewing documents obtained through the General search wizard (see Chapter  9 
“Displaying individual records” ).  
  

 
 
By default, the graph is based on patent documents. To obtain a representation of families, tick 
Graph by families.  
The patent searched is shown on a purple background, the cited patents on a green 
background and citing patents on blue background.  
The arrows are different colors depending on the relevancy indicators;  red for X, blue for Y, 
green for A, D, E, L, P and T, black for those with  no relevancy codes. 
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Graph organized by family: 

 
 
By default, the graph displays the patents with all relevant categories combined. You can restrict 
the display of the graph to a category or a selection of categories using the category tool at the 
top right of the window. Uncheck the boxes of the categories that you do not want. 
 

 
 
Relevancy Category Codes,  also known as relevance indicators,  are used by the EPO in 
their Search Reports. Relevancy Category Codes are found in EP, WO, FR, BE, CH and NL 
publications. 
  
X - Particularly relevant if taken alone  
Y - Particularly relevant if combined with another document in the same family  
A - Technology background  
P - Intermediate document  
T - Theory or principle underlying the invention  
E - Earlier patent document, but published on, or after, the filing date  
D - Document cited in the application  
L - Document cited for other reasons  
By default, the graph is displayed by date of publication. You can ask to see the inventors (blue 
background), the ECLA codes (pink background) and / or IPC codes (pink background). 
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Mousing over a patent displays the title and changes to yellow all related patents by citations 
and classification codes or inventors that are attached.  
 
In the example below, we visualize, in addition to the numbers of patents (with their inventors), 
the ECLA codes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
As with the Inpadoc graph, double-clicking on a publication number will open a new window 
showing the details of the document.  
The icons at the top left of the graph allows for export in GIF, PDF or multi-page PDF. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Show/
Hide 
IPC 
Codes 

Show/
Hide 
ECLA 
Codes 

Show / 
Hide 
Inventors 

Review 
the 
Graph by 
Date 
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Right clicking on a document will bring up the option to Center the graph on this document or  
Add citations specific to this document. 
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8 – Results 
 
Once a search is executed, the documents automatically display as a list in batches of 25 
documents per page. This number can be changed (200 records maximum) by selecting 
Results per page  from the Record display settings available in your User settings .  
 

 
 
To continue viewing the list, use the navigation tools available at the bottom of the Orb it 
screen  (do not use the buttons "Previous" and "Next" in the browser). If your search strategy 
consists of several related concepts and you do not want to see the list of results for each 
query, you can set your preferences to request that the history is displayed after each query 
execution.  
 
This option allows you to optimize time spent searching. 
 
At the top of the screen, your search strategy is displayed and to the left, the number of results.  
 
The results list displays the Title, Assignee, Publication Number and Priority Date. One 
publication number displays per family. The display of the representative member is dependant 
on your User setting (see Chapter 16 preferences ). Your search terms are highlighted based 
on the color defined in the text boxes used in the Search assistant, or not highlighted if no 
highlighting is specified. 
 
The highlight can be hidden by clicking the  button. When it is highlighted in orange, it is 
applying your highlighting scheme. If not highlighted in orange, it is not in effect. 
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Sorting and ranking 
 
The Title  and Assignee  columns are sortable alphabetically ascending or descending, and the 
Priority Date  column is sortable in ascending or descending chronological order. To apply a 
sort, click on the header of the column to sort.  
The sorting function is limited to a maximum of 2,5 00 results.  
You can also classify documents by relevance. Click Sort by relevance  in the upper right 
corner of the results list. Relevance is calculated by an algorithm based on the combination of 
the following parameters; the nature of the field containing keywords, the position of keywords in 
the field, the proximity of terms in the document and the presence of keywords in different 
members of a same family. 
The ranking function is limited to a maximum of 65,000 documents. 
 
List display and organization 
 
You can delete one or more columns from the list. Right click on the header of a column, select 
the columns you wish to view, uncheck any you do not wish to display. Right clicking on the 
column heading also allows for the Sorting  function. You can hide the left Menu  by clicking on 
the « sign. 
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Google Scholar 
 
At the top right of the hitlist, you have the opportunity to extend your sci-tech search with 
Google Scholar  information.  

Clicking on the logo  allows you to complete your search with scientific and technical 
information in Google Scholar. 
Google Scholar performs a search on academic work by exploring a large number of domains 
and sources: articles reviewed by lecture committees, theses, books, articles and analytical 
abstracts. This work may come from sources such as companies, scientific publishers, scholarly 
preprint repositories, universities and other research agencies. 
This function is available only for the results of research conducted in the General search wizard 
Keywords section. 
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8 – Results: Display menu 
 
The Display  menu allows you to see the hitlist in different formats: 

• Short  hitlist (default layout) 
• Detailed  hitlist 
• Drawings  

 
The Short list  is the default setting featuring the title, assignee, a publication number and the 
first priority date. 
 

 
 
The Detailed list  allows you to display the hitlist with additional information. Select the details 
you want to add via the Content  menu: 

• Abstract, drawing 
• First page 
• Kwic (Key words in context) 
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In the Detailed  list, the search keywords will appear highlighted in the color defined in the 
search wizard unless you opted not to apply it by clicking the  button. 
The Sort  and Ranking by relevance  functions are available in all but the Kwic  content option. 
Google Scholar  is present for all three. 
 

• Abstract, drawing:  This includes the Short list information plus an abstract and first 
page drawing. 

 

 
 

• First page: Includes the Short list information plus an abstract, first page drawing, the 
inventor(s), classifications and priority data. 

 
In the abstract, three links are available: 

• Find similar patents (FamPat collection) 
• Find Inpadoc family (FamPat and PlusPat collectio ns) 
• Graph Inpadoc family  (FamPat and PlusPat collect ions) 
 

These functions are detailed in Chapter 6 “Number search" . 
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• Kwic: The Key word in context view displays the Short list information plus front page 
image, and fields from all family members containing the keyword used in the search will 
display in context. The Sort by relevance option is not available. 

 

 
 

• Drawings  view displays the title and first page drawing (3-6 designs per line depending 
on how much the center viewing pane is expanded).  
Mousing over the title displays the publication number as well as the full title. 

 
In the Drawings  list, the search keywords will appear highlighted in the color defined in the 
search wizard unless you opted not to apply it by clicking the  button. 
The Sort  and Sort by relevance  functions are available as well as Google Scholar . 
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Double-window display  
 
The menu viewing pane on the left is retractable by clicking the sign < < available at its top right 
corner. 
The other < < sign available at the far right of the page allows you to access the double-window 
and view the document list in two parts. 
 

 
 
In the center pane appears the list of results (Short hitlist, Detailed hitlist, or Drawings), and in 
the right pane two tabs are available by default: Preview and Drawings. 
The selection of the document in the left pane can be done: 
• By clicking directly on a record 
• Browsing the records by clicking on the navigation arrows � � available at the bottom of the   
page  
• Browsing documents by using up and down keyboard arrows 
 
Preview tab 
 
This tab displays an overview of the record highlighted in blue in the list, including title, first page 
drawing, abstract, the inventor(s), the applicant(s), representative, members of the family (in 
ascending publication date), classifications, and list of citations. Various links are proposed (see 
Chapter 9 - Displaying individual records: biblio a nd image tabs" ). 
 
Your search terms are highlighted based on the color(s) defined in the text boxes used in the 
Search assistant, or not highlighted if no highlighting is specified. 
 
The highlight can be removed by clicking the  button. When it is highlighted in orange, it is 
applying your highlighting scheme. If not highlighted in orange, it is not in effect. 
 
If you have specified that the list of results in the left pane be displayed in Drawing or Short 
hitlist formats, the option selected in the content menu applies to the Preview tab as well. 
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Drawing tab 
 
This tab displays mosaic drawings of the document selected in the hitlist. 
 

 
 
When the double-window is active, the plus sign (+) located at the far right of the toolbar 
enables you to display the list of available tabs and add or remove tabs. 
 

 
 
All but two of these tabs are also available in the center record display screen-- the Preview and 
Search history tabs are only visible in the right-hand screen in a double-window display. 
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To add or remove one or more tabs, click the plus sign + available at the top right of the screen 
under the Logout button. Select the tab that you want to add in the right pane and/or uncheck 
the tab you want to delete in the right pane. 
To return to the initial display, click Reset to default . 
 
Your search terms are highlighted based on the color(s) defined in the text boxes used in the 
Search assistant, or not highlighted if no highlighting is specified. 
 
The highlight can be removed by clicking the  button. When it is highlighted in orange, it is 
applying your highlighting scheme. If not highlighted in orange, it is not in effect. 
 
Key Content tab 
 
The highlight function creates a hyperlink path for all occurrences in the text. The terms 
highlighted path appears in the gray vertical bar to the right of the page when viewing the Key 
Content tab. Each color dash represents the occurrence of a term in the text that is displayed. 
Select a highlight color for each of your keywords to take advantage of this feature. 
 
In the example below, the results list is displayed in Detailed hitlist format Kwic, in the right pane 
the Preview tab has been removed, the Drawings tab has been kept and Key Content and 
Search history tabs have been added. 
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Search history tab 
 
This tab puts at your fingertips the list of search statements composing your strategy as you 
browse your results. You can display the results of an earlier query without needing to go to the 
Search history page. Simply click on the number in the Result(s) column. 
 

 
 

 
 
The search history tab does not perform deletions, allow you to make make changes to, rerun, 
or save queries. To access these functions, it is necessary to go to the Search history  menu. 
(see Chapter 5 "General search: strategy management"). 
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Available tabs by collection: 

 
Accessing the Drawing mosaics 
 
In all views and all tabs offering front-page drawings (Detailed hitlist, Drawings, Preview, 
Image), clicking on the drawing opens a new window that allows you to view the drawing in 
large-format (default) or access the drawings of the publication as a whole in the form of a 
mosaic. You can modify the image option by changing your preferences (see Chapter 17 "User 
Settings"). 
 

 
 
When there is no First Page Image, a link provides access to the mosaic drawings.  
Click Image not available, order mosaic. 
 
From the results list, the following options are av ailable: 

• The display of a record 
• List printing 
• Storage of one or more documents in a workfile (in FamPat or Fulltext) 

All collections 
FamPat and PlustPat 
FamPat and Fulltext 
All collections 
FamPat 
FamPat and Fulltext 
All collections 
All collections 
FamPat and Fulltext 
All collections 
FamPat 
All collections 
All collections 
FamPat 



 
 

User Guide October 2011                                                                                           Patent Search Module - 96 - 

• Ordering one or more PDF copies of documents 
• The addition of one or more documents to a list (in FamPat) 
• Export of one or more documents 
• Statistics of certain data 
• Search for citations 
• Modification of the highlighting 
• Comparison of documents 
• Saving the search 
• Creation of an alert 
• Dynamic and graphical analysis 
• Translation (only in the double-window setting for the tabs Preview, Claims, 
Description, Key Content, Full text, Kwic and Citations) 

 
 
Printing a list 
 
The print  function , available to the left in the light blue toolbar at the top of the page, creates 
a popup window showing your current hitlist in a printer-friendly format. From here you can print 
or save a snapshot view of the hitlist in TXT or HTML format. 
 

 
 
Other features available in the hitlist are addressed in other chapters of this manual. 
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9 – Displaying individual records: biblio and image tab s 
 
By clicking on the title of a document from your list, the record automatically displays the 
contents of the Biblio and Image tabs, if you are displaying with two windows. If viewing in a 
single window, the contents of the Biblio tab will be shown.  
 

• The Biblio  tab contains the title, abstract, members of the family, assignee, inventor, 
priority data, classifications and citations.  

• The Image  tab contains the front page image.  
 
By default, the field names are displayed in full (spelled out) for better understanding. You may 
elect to have the fields display in short format (code) by changing your preferences (see 
Chapter 17 "User Settings"). The short format is useful if transferring results for internal use.  
 
The keywords you used in your query are highlighted in the colors defined by the search 
assistant or you. Other search terms, such as classification codes, and numbers are displayed 
in bold text .  
The highlight hypertext creates a chart of all occurrences in the text. This line of words is 
highlighted in gray vertical bar that separates the two panes. Each dash of color represents the 
occurrence of a term in the displayed text. Click a color marker to go to the appearance of the 
term in the text. The display of this layout can be hidden by clicking on the highlighter icon  
button. 
 

 
 
Browsing the records by clicking on the yellow navigation arrows � �available at the bottom of 
the page or by using up and down keyboard arrows. 
To return to the results list, click Back to list.  To return to a search assistant or the search 
history, click on the appropriate section in the left menu. 
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By passing your mouse over the image you display two tools that allow you to zoom in/out or 
fold/ unfold the image. 
 

 
 
As in the Detailed hitlist and Drawings, by clicking on the image you access a new window to 
the mosaic of drawings or zoom in on the drawing depending on the option set in your 
preferences (see Chapter 17 "User Settings"). Similarly, when the 1st page image is not 
available, you can order mosaic designs. 
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Links available at the record level 
 
Links are available for the following:  

• Classification Codes: ECLA, IPC and USPCL, with the option to display the definitions.  
• Cited Patents: By clicking on the publication number, the bibliographic information opens in 

a new window  
 
Example: Link to classification codes 
 

 
 
Example: Link to a Cited Patent 
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Other icons showing additional links within a recor d display, when available, are:  
      Order a PDF copy of the publication * 
       Allows you to access the mosaic drawings * 

 Graph citations (see Chapter 7 "Citation search” )  
Displays register information * 
Order the file history (through our document delivery service, Digipat) * 
 Display US litigation 

 
* Not available for publication stage D0 documents 

 

 
 
These icons are also available on the Preview tab. 
 
By clicking on the Adobe Acrobat icon, you have access to the exact PDF publication of your 
choice from a family. You can download it “on the fly”, having it open in a new window, or only 
stored in your patent copy portfolio depending on the option set in your preferences (see 
Chapter 17 "User Settings").  
 
The mosaic icon allows you to download on the fly all drawings from the publication of a 
member. 
 
Clicking on the citation graph icon, you get the visual representation of links from citations for 
the specified publication (see details in Chapter 7 "Citation searching" ). 
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Links to patent authority Registers  are provided for publications from WO, EP, US, AU, BE, BR, 
CA, CH, CN, DK, EA, EE, GB, GR, IL, IN, JP, KR, MA, NZ and PT. 
 
Example: WIPO online 
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In partnership with Maxval, the IP litigation link  allows you access to all US patent litigation 
since 2004. 
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9 – Displaying individual records:  
      claims, description, and fulltext tabs 
 
The Claims and Description tabs in the FamPat and Fulltext collections allow you to supplement 
the information obtained in the Biblio and Image tabs. 
 
In these tabs, the keywords you used in your query appear highlighted, in the color defined at 
the level of research, or by the highlight wizard if you indicated it in the search. The highlight can 
be hidden by clicking on the  button. 
The highlight creates a path hyperlink for all occurrences in the text. These terms’ highlighted 
path appears in the gray vertical bar to the right of the page. Each dash color represents the 
occurrence of a term in the text that is displayed. Select a highlight color for each of your 
keywords to take advantage of this feature. 
 
Claims and description tabs 
 
The Description and Claims tabs let you view the respective claims and the description of the 
document.  
In the FamPat collection, the display of the claims and the description is taken from a single 
member of the family, among the publications below, by the Office(s) preference you have set in 
your User settings (see chapter 17 "User settings"). 

• US Patents since 1920  
• US Published Applications since 2001  
• PCT Applications since 1978  
• European Patents since 1980  
• European Published Applications since 1978  
• Canadian Patents and Patent applications since 1978 (Claims only)  
• French Published Applications since 1920  
• German Patents and Patent Applications since 1987  
• German Utility Models since 2004  
• United Kingdom Patent Applications since 1920  
• Austrian Patent Applications and Utility Models since 1902  
• Belgian Patent Applications since 1925  
• Swiss Patents since 1920  
• Japanese Patent Applications and Utility Models since 2006  
• Spanish Patent Applications and Utility Models since 1980  
• Chinese Patents, Utility Models and Patent Applications since 1985  
• Swedish Patents since 2009  
• Danish Patents since 1993 
• Finnish Patents since 2000 
• Russian Patents and Utility Models since 1924  
• Brazilian Patent Applications and Utility Models since 1983 
• Indian Patents and Patent Applications since 2005 
• Korean Patent Applications and Utility Models since 2008 (claims only) 
• Taiwanese Patent Applications since 2010  

When the information is not available, the following messages display:  
No claims available for this document or No description available for this document. 
 
Fulltext tab 
 
This tab contains the information also found under the Biblio, Claims and Description tabs. 
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9 – Displaying individual records:  
      key content & concepts  
 
The Key content  and Concepts  tabs available in FamPat allow you to quickly view key 
information on the content of the publication. 
While searches are conducted across all family members, the display of the Key Content 
applies to a single family member. Shown below is the country and publication order by which 
the selection of Key Content is displayed:  

• European (excluding euro-PCT) patents since 1988 * 
• U.S. patent applications since 2001 
• U.S. patents from 1971 to 2000 
• PCT applications since 2000 * 

 
* You can find older documents, up to 1980 for the EP and 1984 for the WO. 
 
In these tabs, the keywords you used in your query appear highlighted, in the color defined at 
the level of research, or by the highlight wizard if you indicated it in the search. The highlight can 
be hidden by clicking on the  button. 
The highlight creates a path hyperlink for all occurrences in the text. These terms’ highlighted 
path appears in the gray vertical bar to the right of the page. Each dash color represents the 
occurrence of a term in the text that is displayed. Select a highlight color for each of your 
keywords to take advantage of this feature. 
 
Key content tab 
 
This tab presents the possibility of seeing the most important material from the full-text 
information. 
Key Content contains (taken from US, EP and WO documents published in English only): 

• the patent object 
• advantages and drawbacks of prior art 
• independent claims  
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Concepts tab 
 
The Concepts tab contains the key concepts of a patent extracted by linguistic technologies 
from the patent full-text. They reflect the semantic content of the patent. 
 

 
 
These concepts are displayed in the form of a cloud of keywords which provides a visual 
representation of the semantic content of the document. The weight of the concepts is 
translated into the color and size of typography. 
 
The concepts are displayed alphabetically. The most important are displayed in blue and less 
representative of the document are displayed in grey. The higher the weight of the concept, the 
larger the font size and conversely, the weaker the concept, the smaller the font size. 
 
The most important concepts are thus displayed in large blue characters and the least important 
displayed in fine grey print. 
 
 
Kwic tab 
 
Unlike other display tabs, KWiC displays relevant text from all family members. The family 
information (displayed in the left frame), field names, and three lines of text show where in the 
document the keywords appear. 
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9 – Displaying individual records: legal status tab  
 
The Legal Status tab displays information on thousands of types of legal actions affecting the 
legal status of patents after publication or issuance.  
 
The information concerns the legal status of public ations from the following offices:  
- Austria (AT) since 1975  - United Kingdom (GB) since 1968  
- Australia (AU) since 2000  - Hong Kong ((HK) since 2004  
- Belgium (BE) since 1984  - Hungary (HU) since 1990  
- Brazil (BR) since 1995  - Ireland (IE) since 1993  
- Canada (CA) since 2003 - Israel (IL) since 1996  
- Switzerland (CH) since 1958 - Italy (IT) since 1989 
- China (CN) since 1985 - Lithuania (LT) since 1995  
- Chile (CL) since 1990  - Monaco (MC) since 1972  
- Colombia (CO) since 2003 - Republic of Moldova (MD) since 1994  
- Czech Republic (CZ) since 2000  - Netherlands (NL) since 1973  
- Former East Germany (DD) since 1992  - Norway (NO) since 2001  
- Germany (DE) since 1978  - New Zealand (NZ) since 2001  
- Denmark (DK) since 1982  - Portugal (PT) since 1991  
- EAPO (EA) since 1996  - Russian (RU) since 2005  
- Estonia (EE) since 2004  - Sweden (SE) since 1995  
- EPO (EP) since 1978  - Slovenia (SI) since 2004  
- Spain (ES) since 1992  - Taiwan (TW) since 2000  
- Finland (FI) since 1993  - United States (US) since 1968 
- France (FR) since 1969  

  
Each office lists different types of actions.  
The "positive" actions have the code POS, the "negative" actions are coded NEG. 
 
The following actions are categorized into Event Gr oups by Questel:  
ADM - Administrative Notices  
CCL - Classification changes 
COR - Corrections, changes  
OE - Entry into national phase, translation (AP, EA, EP, OA, WO)  
EXM - Requests for re-examination, procedures and review process, research reports  
LIC - Licensing and Operation  
NIF - Not in force, forfeitures, expirations, refusals, withdrawals  
NMC - Change of name of assignee, owners, inventors and others, opponents, assignees  
OPP – Opposition, review, re-examination  
PIF - Payment of annuities, in force, registered, issued  
RES - Restitution, reinstatements and restorations: in-force  
RLW - Refusal, forfeitures, expirations, withdrawals, expiries at national offices (AP, EA, EP, 
OA)  
SPC - Actions concerning complementary or supplementary certificates of protection 
The last event determines the documents status as D ead or Alive. 
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Note: In the double-window, the tabs are not immediately visible in the tab bar. 
To scroll the tab bar to the right, click on the button .. To move the tab bar so you can access 
other tabs back on the left, click on the button .. 
 

 
 
Orbit also offers information on the legal status of Japanese patents and utility models provided 
by Nomura Research Institute, which requires a contract amendment. To access this 
information, click on the link Display NRI legal status in the legal status display and a new 
window will open. For further information on this service, please contact your Questel sales 
representative. 
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9 – Displaying individual records: citations tab 
 
The Citations tab allows you to see a list of citations for the FamPat or PlusPat publication you 
are viewing. 
 
The report of citations is structured in three parts: 
 
(1) The title and the numbers and dates of publication of the displayed document 
 
(2) Cited Patents:  the list of the patents cited by members of the family. 
For each of those cited, the report displays the title, number and date of publication, the 
applicant(s), stage of publication, application number and filing date. 
In the Cat. column, the relevance category code is specified. In the column labeled #, the figure 
indicates the number of times the patent is cited in the family 
 
(3) Citing Patents:  the list of patents citing any of the members of the family. 
For each of the citing patents the report displays the title, number and date of publication(s), 
applicant (s), the stage of publication, the number and filing date. 
In the "Cat" column, the relevance category code is specified. Column #, the figure indicates the 
number of members of the family cited by number. 
 
In each of the three parts, link icons are present for each number: original PDF, mosaic 
drawings, citation graphs, register, file history, US litigation for FamPat family only (see Chapter 
9 "Displaying individual records: biblio and image tabs" ). 
 

 
 
A click on the + sign to the left of the title limits the view to the title. 
 
In the two lists, Cited Patents and Citing Patents, clicking on a publication number in blue opens 
a window containing bibliographic details of the document. 
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Note: In the double-window, the tabs are not immediately visible in the tab bar. 
To scroll the tab bar to the right, click on the button .. To move the tab bar so you can access 
other tabs back on the left, click on the button .. 
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9 – Displaying individual records:  
      drawings, first page, and complete tabs 
 
The Drawings and First Page tabs display the PDF facsimile of those sections in the right frame 
of the document display. The Complete tab displays the full PDF copy of the document. Unlike 
downloading PDFs, the full text is not added to your portfolio (see Chapter 10 “Downloading 
PDF copies of original documents” ). 
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9 – Displaying individual records: timeline  
 
 
The timeline tab allows you to visualize the life of the FamPat family in graph form. This feature 
is in beta version. 
 
The header of the graph displays the title and dateline. 
 
The Published as  column contains a list of publication numbers of the family members at their 
first stage of publication. 
 
The diamonds symbolize the major stages in the life of the document: 

 � Filing date  
 � Publication of the application or issuance of the patent  
 � End of validity (rejection, expiration, forfeiture, abandonment, withdrawal, 
cancellation) 

 
Triangles symbolize the events involved between each step, such as modifications, the entry 
into national phase, etc… 
 
These symbols, diamonds and triangles, are placed on a horizontal axis with numbered year 
columns: 
 Period ranging from date of application until publication of the application 
 Period ranging from publication of the application until issuance or the end of validity 

Period ranging from issuance until the end of validity 
Period of invalidity up to today's date 
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Mousing over the diamonds, triangles and color bars displays details of the stage or event. 
 
Example of a diamond tag: 
 

 
 
Example of a triangle tag: 
 

 
 
Example of a colored bar tag: 
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9 – Displaying individual records: family detail  
 
 
At the top of the menu on the far left of the page, to the right of the Menu tab when in FamPat, 
the Detail  tab will display a complete list of the members of the family you have selected to view 
with their status (Kind) codes. 
 
Hovering your mouse over a number displays the type of publication (definition of the status 
code). 
 
Clicking on a member of the family brings up the family record in the center and far right 
screens. 
To return to the "family" view, click the Patent Family  link at the top of the list of patents in the 
Detail  menu. 
 

 
 
Under the list of numbers of the family, three search options are available: 

• Find similar patents 
• Find Inpadoc family 
• Graph Inpadoc family 
 

These features are detailed in Chapter 6 "Number search".  
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9 – Displaying individual records: reading tools  
 
 
Tab organization 
 
Tabs are not fixed, you can organize them to optimize reading, by adding, hiding, or moving one 
or more tabs. 
By clicking the + sign you open the list of all available tabs. The + sign is available at the top 
right of each of the two display panes. 
 

 
 
To remove a tab in the right pane, uncheck its name in the right list. To remove a tab in the left 
pane, uncheck its name in the central list. 
To add a tab in the right pane, select its name in the right list. If this tab is present in the left 
pane, it will be moved to the right. To add a tab in the left pane, select its name in the central 
list. If this tab is present in the right pane, it will be moved to the left. 
The minimum number of tabs is 1 per display pane. To return to the standard display, select 
Reset to default . 
 
In the example below, Kwic  and Legal Status  tabs have been moved from the left pane and 
added on the right. 
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User-defined highlighting 
 
This tool is very useful for analyzing the details in the text of the document. It allows you to 
highlight any additional terms, beyond the original search terms, in a variety of colors. These 
additional terms appear highlighted with the chosen background color. 
  
If you have not specifically requested no  highlighting of the keywords you used in your search, 
they will be highlighted in the hitlist as well as the contents of the display tabs. By clicking on the 

small black arrow on the right of the highlighter icon , a separate window opens and your 
highlighting scheme is displayed. 
 

 
 
The color selections apply to all records and formats in the result set. This highlighting functions 
with simple terms. It does not function with expressions or phrases, i.e. highlighting is not 
restricted to where the search terms are adjacent. To check the terms you have input simply 
hover your mouse over the small arrow to the right of the highlighter icon and a small popup box 
will appear detailing your highlighting scheme. 
  
Separate words with W, e.g. SIGN W LANGUAGE, if you want them to be highlighted only when 
the search terms are adjacent in the order specified.  
Separate words with commas, e.g. TOY?, DOLL?, if you want them to be highlighted when used 
as a phrase or separately.  
 
If you want to cancel a part of the highlighting, uncheck the box next to the highlight color and 
click OK. The Cancel  button does not alter or remove the settings. You can enter multiple terms 
in one color box, which allows for synonyms to be highlighted in the same color. Click OK to 
apply the defined highlights. 
 
All truncation symbols may be used with the highlighting: left-hand, right-hand and within your 
terms.  

•  +   Unlimited  
•  ?   0 or 1 character  
•  #   Exactly 1 character  

 
The ? and # symbols may be used up to 3 times each.  
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Highlighting is not retained in document exports. 
 
Show/Hide button available in the toolbar occurrences must be show an orange background for 
the highlight to be displayed. 
   

 The terms appear highlighted and the hyperlink path showing occurrences is displayed. 
 

 Terms are not highlighted and the hyperlink path is not displayed. 
You can save a highlighting profile to be used in future sessions.  
Enter a profile name in the My profiles  field and click the floppy disk icon to the right of the field 
to save it. 
The list of your highlight profiles appears in the My profiles dropdown menu. 
 

 
 
 
Document comparison 
 
The Compare  function allows comparison of the claims and description of two documents in 
FamPat or Fulltext search results. It is especially useful for comparing two members of the 
same family or two publication stages of the same member, but it can also be used to compare 
two documents from different families. 
 
On the list of results, you must select the family for which you want to perform a comparison. 
Highlight the family by clicking anywhere in the line displaying its information, so that a blue 

background appears. Click on the Compare button  in the toolbar at the top of the 
screen. 
A window opens and enables you to select the two documents to compare. Click on the Select 
on left  button and choose the document of your choice in the dropdown list showing all 
members of the family. Then click on the Select on right  button and choose another other 
document (another member or a family publication stage) from this second dropdown menu. 
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The Cancel  button closes the comparison window, the Clear  button clears your selection of 
numbers, and the Compare  button launches the comparison. 
 
To compare two documents from different families: after selecting a document of the first family 
for the left position, click on the line in the hitlist showing the other family you would like to select 
from, then click on Select on the right  to bring up the numbers of the second family and make 
your selection. 
 
The comparison function is also available when displaying a document. At this point, you can 
only compare documents from the displayed family. 
 
Note:  The number windows keep a list of the last comparison numbers. If you need to make 
several successive comparisons, click the Clear  button prior to selection of your new 
comparison. 
 
After you click the Compare  button, Claims comparison is automatically displayed. If you want 
to Description comparison, simply click on the Description  tab. 
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The differences between the two documents are flagged with highlighting: Pink for the 
document to the left and green for the right document. Identical information is on a grey 
background. Thanks to the central bar, you can navigate from one highlight to another and thus 
visualize the differences between the claims of an application and those issued, as in the 
example above. 
 
In FamPat, the family numbers dropdown list is always available so that you can select other 
numbers to compare. 
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10 – Downloading PDF copies of original documents  
 
 
Facsimile patent copies are available from the German, US, Australian, Canadian, Chinese, 
Japanese, Taiwanese, Korean, and European Patent Offices collections. The availability of 
documents is dependant on the contents of the archives of these offices. There may be gaps in 
PDF coverage for some countries.  
 
The PDF download feature is available in three areas of Orbit.com:  

• Add to my patent copies,  located in the Add to menu on the top toolbar of the hitlist 
screen 

• Clicking on the PDF icon  in the hitlist record display  
• In the Downloads module  reached by clicking on the orange Orbit.comtab in the upper 

left corner of the screen 
 

In all three cases, the requested PDFs are stored for 30 days in your patent portfolio (labeled 
My patent copies  in the Downloads module). 
 
Note:  If you have used a sub-account when logging in to Orbit.com, the PDFs will be placed 
under that sub-account in the patent portfolio. 
Also: PDF files displayed in the Drawings, First page and Complete tabs are not stored in your 
portfolio. 
 
 
From a hitlist  
 
Select the documents for which you would like PDF copies by ticking the boxes to the left. You 
can select everything by clicking the Select all results  link at the top of the hitlist, or select all 
the documents on a page by checking the box available at the top of the list to the left of the 
Title  column.  
Click on the Add to  button at the top of the toolbar, and select Add to my patent copies.  The 
limit is 200 documents per order.  
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A new window opens with the following template options: 
• Representative member only.  For one publication per family in a FamPat hitlist. 
   The representative member selection is dependant on your User settings 
• All stages of the representative member.  Orders PDFs of all published stages (A, B, 

C, etc) of the document. This is available for FamPat and PlusPat orders. 
• Entire family.  This FamPat options orders PDFs of all family members whose countries 

are covered by our Patent Delivery Service 
• Specify the format you would like (full document, first page only, or drawings only) 
•  

Once you have made your selection, click on OK and the document(s) will begin downloading. 
Once finished, you will have a new popup labeled View Portfolio.  Click on View portfolio  to 
access your patent copies. PDF copies are automatically stored in your patent copies portfolio. 
 
FamPat order:                                                                     Fulltext order: 

  
 
PlusPat order: 
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From document display 
 
A PDF icon  is available in the links column of the Published As  table. Click this icon to order 
the PDF. The facsimile will be stored in your patent copies portfolio and, depending on your 
user settings, a new window will open displaying the document.  
 

 
 
From Download module 
 
Clicking on the Patent Copies option under the Download  module shown in the Orbit.com 
menu takes you directly to the order form. You can order up to 200 documents at once and the 
PDFs are automatically downloaded and stored in your patent copies portfolio. 
PDF files are kept in your portfolio for 30 days.  
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Note:  Country coverage and functionality of the Download  module are detailed in the Patent 
Delivery Service User's Guide: 
http://www.questel.com/digipatprd/customersupport/docPDF/DigiPatTutorial.pdf 
 

 
 
 

 
 
After entering your numbers, click on Download, then  Confirm. 
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You will then be taken to your patent portfolio where you can view your documents. 
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11 – Further results processing: lists  
 
 
The Lists feature, available only in FamPat, allows you to save relevant records from a search. 
Adding to a list permanently stores the records, which are then available for you to: Display  or 
Export,  Download PDFs,  Add to a workfile , Conduct statistical analysis  or use as a query  
in a search strategy. This feature is available from the hitlist display and is limited to a maximum 
of 5000 records. 
 
A list can contain a number of families whose total number of publications can go up to 200,000. 
 
Adding to the Quicklist 
 
From the hitlist display, select the documents you want to save by checking the boxes. You can 
select everything by clicking the Select all results option at the top of the hitlist, or select all the 
documents on a page by checking the box  at the top of the list to the left of the Title  column 
header. 
 
From the record display, only the publications displayed will be added to the list. From the Add  
to  menu at the top of the screen, select Add to "Quicklist"  to store in the default list. A number 
will appear in parenthesis next to the list in the menu indicating how many records are in the list. 
In the example below, there are already 111 records in the Quicklist and one more is about to 
be added from the list of results. 
 

 
 
Display the contents of the Quicklist  
 
To view the contents of the Quicklist, click on Quicklist  in the menu on the left of the screen. It 
will display as a hitlist. Display, Print, Export  and Analyze  options are available.  
 
Please note that highlighting is not retained from your original results.  
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However, you can apply highlighting by clicking on the icon  available on the top toolbar.  
 
The Save, Alert, ranking by relevance  and the Google Scholar search  are not available. 
 
You can create and delete your own lists as well (lists must be emptied of records before they 
can be completely deleted, however). 
 
You have the opportunity to "clean up" the contents of a list by removing records. To do this, 
select the records you want to remove from the list and click the Delete  button in the toolbar at 
the top of the screen. 
 

 
 
Viewing the contents of a list automatically generates a search statement in your Search 
history. 
 

 
 
You can integrate the list into your search strategy by combining it with a previous or new query. 
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Create a list 
 
You can create up to 99 named lists for a total of 100 including the default Quicklist folder. To 
create a list, click the New option available in the left menu next to the My Lists  heading. An 
additional text box appears so that you can name the new list. Name the list. A new name is 
used for each new list. Enter a unique name, with a maximum of 30 alphanume ric 
characters without accents or punctuation  and press the Enter  key on your keyboard or 
click outside the text box. The new name appears with brackets to the right containing the 
number 0, since this new list does not yet contain documents. 
 

 
 
To add documents to a new list, select the option Add to a list  from the Add to  menu in the 
toolbar at the top of the screen. In the new window, choose a list and click the OK button. 
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The shortcut for adding to a list 
 
It is also possible to add documents to a list without going through the Add to menu. Click on 
the small grid of dots on the far left of the record’s line in the hitlist, hold the button down and 
drag the document to the target list. During the operation, you will see the message 1 patent 
selected.  
You can also drag multiple items at a time. Check the documents to add and then click on any 
one of the selected documents’ grid buttons to move them all. You will see a message saying # 
of patents selected. 

 
 
List Management 
 
Rename list : To rename a list, you must first display the contents of the list by clicking on the 
list name in the menu. Then you can enter a new unique name of your choice, with a maximum 
of 30 alphanumeric characters without accents or punctuation. Confirm by pressing Enter  or 
clicking outside the box.  
 
Empty list : To clear a list, click the Empty  option to the right of the list you wish to clear. You 
will be asked to confirm the action. Click on OK or Cancel.   
 
Delete list : You can only delete empty lists. You will need to delete any records in the list before 
attempting to delete the list itself by clicking on the Empty  button to the right of the list name. 
The default Quicklist may not be deleted, but can be emptied. Click on the Delete option to the 
right of the list you want to remove. You will be asked to confirm the action. Click on OK or 
Cancel. 
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11 – Further results processing: citations  
 
 
From your FamPat or PlusPat hitlist, you can find information about citing and cited patents in a 
selection of documents. 
 
Three search options are available: 

• Patents cited 
• Patents citing 
• Patents citing and cited 

 
With the first two options, it is possible to restrict the search to the categories of relevance X 
(especially relevant alone) and/or Y (particularly relevant in combination with anothe r 
document in the same category). 
   
The service is limited to a maximum selection of 10,000 documents. 
 
Select all records or just a few. Click on the Citations menu in the toolbar and choose your 
search option. 
 

 
 
Cited Patents: Orbit extracts, from the selected documents, the patent numbers found in the 
Cited Documents field. The patent numbers are then searched as publication numbers. 
 
Citing Patents: Orbit extracts all publication numbers in your selected set from the Publication 
Number field. The publication numbers are then searched as citated documents. 
 
Citing and Cited Patents: With this third option, Orbit executes the two operations described 
above and then combines the results.  
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These searches then appear in the Search history. The commands used (CITB, CITF, CITBF)  
are those described in Chapter 5 "General Research: strategy management". 
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11 – Further results processing: top statistics  
 
The Top  option, available in the toolbar at the top of the main screen, allows you to perform a 
calculation of the percentages on your results. 
You can identify the applicant names, classification codes or concepts appearing more often in 
your hitlist, and then use these names or codes to refine your search strategy. 
 
Select the records you want to analyze and then choose one of the analysis options: 
 

• Assignees  
• ECLA Codes  
• US PCL Codes  
• IPC Codes 
• FI Codes 
• F-term Codes 
• Concepts 

 
This option performs a frequency count of 500 randomly selected records from your result set. If 
your set is less than 500 records then all records will be included in the analysis. If the result 
contains more than 500 documents, the sample size is increased proportionally up to a 
maximum of 1,000 documents. 
 
The Top 50 ECLA codes option is only available in FamPat and PlusPat. 
The Top 50 Concepts option is only available in FamPat. 
 

 
 
After an analysis, to return to the list of results, click Search results  in the left menu. 
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Assignee analysis 
 
This option displays the list of top 50 assignees in order of decreasing frequency. By checking 
each box to the left of the name of an assignee and clicking the OK button, you can refine your 
previous search. If you uncheck Refine previous search, a new search is created. 
If you select the Refine previous search  option, a new search will be created. 
 

 
 
 
Classification code analysis 
 
This option displays a list of the top 50 classification codes most frequently used in records of 
your last results set. Clicking on a code opens, in a new window, the classification definition. 
Available for all European, United States, Internat ional, and Japanese classes. 
 
Using codes in a search:  

• Check the appropriate box or boxes 
• Select the appropriate text box in the Wizard. With Extend to selected classes,  you 

refine your last query by selecting the OR operator in the wizard 
 With Limit to selected classes  you refine your last query by selecting the AND 

operator in the wizard 
• By default, your selection will add the codes in the wizard without deleting the terms of 

your last search. If you want to create a new search, uncheck the option Refine 
previous search  

• Click the OK button 
 



 
 

User Guide October 2011                                                                                           Patent Search Module - 132 - 

 
 
Concept analysis 
 
This option displays a list of the 50 most frequently used concepts in EP, WO and US  records 
from your hitlist. Select one or more concepts to perform a new search. 
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Printing the Top 50 page 
 
For all analysis options, the printer button  brings up a popup list of the analysis which allows 
you to print or save the list. 
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11 – Further results processing: analysis  
 
 
Accessing the analysis tool 
 
Developed by our partner Intellixir, this function performs elaborate statistical analyses on your 
selection. For most charts, it is possible to generate an Excel  file or to save the image in HTML 
or RTF. Some graphs can be saved in PDF or GIF. Please contact your account representative 
for information regarding access. 
 
To use the statistical analysis module, select documents (15,000 maximum) from your hitlist, 
and then click the Analyse  button in the toolbar at the top of your screen. The results will be 
displayed in a new browser window. To get more information regarding information presented in 
the analysis screen, click on the information button   available next to the analysis 
description line towards the top of the screen for most of the main analysis module screens. 
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The default display is an analysis of temporal coverage of documents by publication date, 
meaning the number of families published annually is represented in the form of a graph. The 
year of publication taken into account is the oldest member of each family. 
 

 
 
Clicking on one of the columns in the graph will take you to a view of the publications for that 
year. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Help button  
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Clicking on one of the titles  displayed in blue will open a window showing details for that 
document. 
 

 
 
Document menu 
 
The Documents menu offers the following options: 

• Distribution dates by publication date (PD) and priority date (PR) 
• Patent country 
• Originating country 
• Patent country timeline 
• Originating country timeline  
• Patent country acceleration 
• Originating country acceleration 
• Patent/publication stages (kind codes) 
• Citations 

 
• Distribution date (PR)  provides the number of families by priority year represented in the 

form of a graph. The year of priority consideration is taken from the oldest member of each 
family. 
 

      Clicking on a column  displays the list of this year’s priority documents. Clicking on a title  
will open a new window displaying details of the document. 
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• The Patent country  option analyzes the number of documents by country of publication. 
Every country in the family is taken into account. The result provides a graph and a map. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• The Originating country option analyses the number of documents by priority country. 

Every country in the family is taken into account. The result also provides a graph and a 
map. 

 
For both options, Patent country and Originating country,  the columns of the graph and 
map countries are clickable and point to the list of families having at least one member 
assigned to the country clicked. 
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• The Patent country timeline and Originating country timeline  bubble diagram showing 
the breakdown by country and year of publication of patents relates to the analyzed result as 
a whole. 
 
All countries of publication of a family are taken into account. 
 

      The year of publication taken into account is the oldest member of each family. 
 

 
 
• The Originating country  and Patent country timeline  options present the same type of 

bubble diagram for the countries and years of priority. 
 
• The Originating country acceleration  option presents a list of priority countries have the 

strongest increase in frequency in the batch of documents. It is, in other words, a list of 
candidates for emerging countries considered "weak signals". The list of countries is ranked 
in descending order of a coefficient of acceleration. 
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• Patent country acceleration  provides the same type of analysis for filing countries. 
 
• Patent kind codes presents a pie chart showing the distribution of the statutes of 

publication of these families in the parsed output. Each portion of the pie is clickable and 
points to the list of the documents concerned. 
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• Citations  provides a list of families classified by descending number of citations. 
      The number of citations is limited to the analyzed results. 
 

 
 
Assignees menu 
 
The Assignees  menu offers the following options: 

• Top assignees  �      Assignee timeline  �      Assignee citations timeline  
• Evolution  �     Assignee/NPN  �     Patents age 
• Appearance  �     Collaboration  �      Self citation 
• Acceleration  �      Citations map  �      Grouping  
 

Note: Individuals who are both applicant and inventor are excluded from the analysis on 
applicants 
 
• The Top assignees  option allows you to get the Top 50, modifiable to the Top 10, 20, 100 

or 200.  
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In the 2nd part of the graph, application names with a bold black font indicate that different 
names of these assignees have been grouped on the same line. You can make your own 
combinations by using the grouping tool. 
By clicking on the name of an applicant,  you may view the applicant patent families. 
 

 
 

 
 
Clicking on the title  of a family allows you to browse details of the family in a new window. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Details of names grouped under 
the name "Sony" 
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• Evolution  presents the evolution over time of the number of families associated with major 
assignees. On this diagram, the values are represented in the form of areas overlapping in 
alphabetical order from top to bottom. 

 

 
 
Double-clicking an assignee name will display an evolution graph for just that particular 
assignee. 
 
• Appearance  provides a list of assignees classified in chronological order of appearance in 

the results. It allows you to view the “story" of the domain, by observing the progressive 
arrival of different assignees and detect, at the bottom of the table, last players arriving in 
the area. 

 
• Acceleration  provides a list of assignees that have the highest increase in frequency over 

the past two years. The list of assignees is classified according to the descending order of 
an acceleration factor calculated as follows: Coefficient = (maximum number of families per 
year – minimum number of families per year) / minimum number of families per year 

 

 

Mousing over a specific year/ 
assignee highlights in yellow those 
areas relating to the assignee as a 
whole and displays the number of 
patents in the year selected as well 
as the total for the assignee. 
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• Assignee timeline shows the evolution over time of 15 major assignees. The size of each 
bubble is relative to the number of families owned by the assignee (on the y-axis). 
Publication year appears on the x-axis. The order of assignees is chronological from bottom 
to top, showing the progressive arrival of assignees in the result list.  

 

 
 

• Assignee/NPN  This page displays main assignees based on the number of publication 
numbers (families). Below the initial bar graph is a listing of Assignee names with a 
second column showing the number of publication numbers for the assignee and a third 
one displaying bars having a size proportional to the number of publication numbers.  
 
Note:  You can have several lines corresponding to the same assignee. These 
assignees can be grouped by using the "Assignee/Grouping menu".  
Assignees in bold characters are the one that have been grouped (automatically by the 
system or manually).  

Click on an assignee name to get a family list corresponding to the chosen assignee.  
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• Collaboration presents a graph showing the links between assignees from the hitlist, 
indicating strong collaborations between these actors. 
The black number located along each links indicates the number of collaborations. White 
numbers on a plum background at the top right of the box containing the name of an 
assignee indicates the number of families belonging to the assignee in the result list. 
The Duration tab sets the time interval (in years) that the displayed relationships must 
match and the End date  tab set the end date for the window of time you are looking at. 
Set the Occurrences  tab to Min  to hide the assignees having the lowest number of families. 
Set to Max, this tab can hide assignees having the highest number of families. 
Set the Cooccurrences tab to Min  to hide the assignees having the lowest number of 
collaborations or set it to Max to hide assignees with the highest number of collaborations. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Citation map  shows citations between applicants. 

A white number on plum background located at the top right of the box containing the name 
of an assignee indicates the number of families held by the assignee. 
Black numbers located next to the links connecting boxes indicate the number of citations 
between two assignees. The arrow indicates the direction of the citation. Clicking this link 
opens a new window presenting the documents corresponding to these citations. 
Adjusting the Duration and End  date tabs to see the progressive appearance of citations. 
Occurrences tab set to Min  hides the assignees having the lowest number of families. Set 
to Max, this tab can hide assignees having the highest number of families. 
Cooccurrences tab set to Min to obliterate the assignees having the lowest number of 
citations. Set to Max, this tab can hide assignees having the highest number of citations. 
 

• Assignee citations timeline displays the evolution over time of the number of documents 
corresponding to top 15 most cited assignees.  
The top 15 assignees are the one having the most citations in the sets of patents.  
The diagram is a bubble chart where each bubble size is calculated using the number of 
citations corresponding to the assignee and the year.  
Assignees are ordered by the first year they appear from bottom to top.  
You can click on a bubble  to get a list of families corresponding to the chosen assignee and 
year. From this list, clicking on the title  of a family will open a new window giving further 
details concerning that family. 
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• Patents age  displays the average patent age for the top 15 assignees with the greatest 

number of families in the batch of documents analyzed.  
Each assignee is represented by a different symbol color on the graph.  

How to read this graph  

If we divide the graphs into four quadrants, you can then spot: 

• Top left: assignees having many patents with a low average age (main assignees still 
active)  

• Top right: assignees having many patents with a high average age (main assignees now 
inactive)  

• Bottom left: assignees having few patents with a low average age (less important 
assignees but very active)  

• Bottom right: assignees having few patents with a high average age (less important 
assignees, inactive) 
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Self citations displays the ratio for top 15 most cited assignees. The top 15 assignees are the 
one having the most citations in the sets of patents analyzed.  
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Grouping  is a tool that allows you to consolidate names of companies or organizations. For 
example, a parent company and all its subsidiaries under the same assignee label. 
Display All names with Name sorting or choose a filter. This option is available for the 
Assignees, Inventors, and Agents analyses and can be found at the end of each of their 
dropdown menus. 
The names that appear in the list in bold with the plus sign [+] are groups that already exist by 
default. To see the contents of a group, click the plus sign [+]. 
To create a new group, select the names that you want to group and then click Group.  In the 
window that opens, enter a group name and then click OK. 
 

 
 
The new group appears in the list in bold with a plus sign [+]. 
 

 
 
It is also possible to remove one or more names from a group. Click on the box next to the 
group and then on Ungroup  to have all companies in the group listed separately without looking 
at the list first, or click on the plus sign [+] to pull up the list of group members so that you can 
select specific names before clicking on Ungroup. 
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The groups that you create are taken into account then in your analyses. The grouping is 
retained for analyses carried out on new results, except for groups proposed by default by the 
service which will revert to their original group format if you have separated them. 
 
Inventors menu 
 
The Inventors menu offers the following options: 
 

• Top inventors 
• Appearance 
• Acceleration 
• Collaboration 
• Grouping 

 
The analysis here works the same as it does for the Assignees, except for the grouping function 
which is not saved for subsequent analyses. 
 
Agent menu 
 
The Agent menu offers the following options: 
 

•   Top again •   Collaboration 
•   Evolution •   Citations map 
•   Appearance •   Agent/Citations/Timeline 
•   Acceleration •   Patents age 
•   Agent/timeline •   Self citations 
•   Agent/NPN •   Grouping 

The analysis here works the same as it does for the Assignees, except for the grouping function 
which is not saved for subsequent analyses. 
 
Technologies menu 
 
The Technologies menu provides statistics on different IPC, US, ECLA, and FI classifications. 
For each of these classifications, analysis options are: 
 

• IPC 
• IPC sub-classes 
• ECLA codes 
• USC 
• FIT 

 
The analysis here works the same as it does for the Assignees, except for the grouping function 
which is not available. 
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Sample analysis using the Top ECLAs  option: 
 

 
A pie chart can be displayed above the table if you select only the Top 10  or Top 20  options.  
By clicking on a classification code, the definition of the code is provided along with a list of 
patents classified with this code. 
 
Sample analysis with the IPC tag cloud option: 
 

 
 
Sample analysis with the FI Terms timeline: 
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Data crossing menu 
 
Data crossing allows you to display statistics graphs on the relationship between assignee or 
agent and classification, between assignee or agent and inventor, or between assignee or agent 
and country. The options are: 
 

•  Assignee/IPC •  Agent/IPC 
•  Assignee/ECLA •  Agent/ECLA 
•  Assignee/US class •  Agent/US class 
•  Assignee/FI Terms •  Agent/FI Terms 
•  Assignee/Inventor •  Agent/Inventor 
•  Assignee/IPC •  Agent/IPC 
•  Assignee/ECLA/Bubble •  Agent/ECLA/Bubble 
•  Assignee/US class/Bubble •  Agent/US class/Bubble 
•   Assignee/FI Terms/Bubble •  Agent/FI Terms/Bubble 
•  Assignee/Inventor/Bubble •  Agent/Inventor/Bubble 
•  Assignee/PR 

Countries/Bubble 
•  Agent/PR 

Countries/Bubble 
•  Assignee/PN 

Countries/Bubble 
•   Agent/PN 

Countries/Bubble 
 
The Assignee/Classification  options displays a hierarchical graph showing IPC codes 
associated to main assignees. 
The element having the most documents is automatically placed to the left of the graph. To look 
more closely at an element (an applicant or a targeted code) double click the tag for this item. 
This will bring up another window displaying further information. 
To place another element (an applicant or a targeted code for example) click this item in the list 
on the left and then click on the “refresh” icon at the top of the page (to the right of the graph 
size dropdown menu). 
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Use Duration  and End date tabs to see the progressive appearance of elements.  
Use the Occurrences  tab to filter out elements having a low number of documents (select Min ) 
or having a high number of documents (select Max).  
Use the Cooccurrence s tab to filter out elements having low number of links (select Min ) or 
having high number of links (select Min ). 
 

 
 
In the following example, we clicked on the IPC E02B-003/14 code in the left hand menu. The 
graph below shows the code that we had selected is now highlighted in the graph. 
 

 
 
Double clicking on an IPC code will display a list of patents classified with this code and double 
clicking on an assignee will display a list of documents corresponding to that assignee.  
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The Assignee/Inventor option displays a graph showing assignees’ direct relationship (patents 
co-filing) and indirect relationship (via inventors) in the set of documents. Green boxes are for 
assignees, yellow boxes are for inventors. 
 

 
 
Double clicking on a name in the menu on the left will center the graph on that name. You may 
need to zoom in to see it clearly. Double clicking on a name in the graph will bring up a new 
window listing documents related to that assignee or inventor. 
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The Assignee/Classification code/Bubble options display bubble graphs showing the top 15 
classification codes used by the top 15 assignees. 
Each bubble size is calculated using the number of documents corresponding to the 
classification code and the assignee. You can click on a bubble to get a family list 
corresponding to the chosen code and assignee. 
 

 
 
 
 
The Assignee/PR Countries or PN Countries/Bubbles  provide a bubble diagram showing the 
top 15 priority (or publication) countries for the 15 major assignees. 
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The size of the bubble is proportional to the number of families situated at the intersection of the 
priority (or publication) countries (on the x axis) with assignees (on the y-axis). 
It is possible to click on a bubble to reach a list of corresponding documents. 
 

 
 
Mapping (beta) menu 
 
This menu is the beta version of the our concepts analysis tool. Concepts are extracted from the 
full text, standardized syntactically and semantically analyzed using sophisticated proprietary 
tools. 
The options are as follows: 
 

•         Concepts tag cloud •         Assignee/Concept 
•         Concepts treemap •         Assignee/Concept/NPN 
•         Cluster view •         Agent/Concept/Bubble 
•         Concept/NPN •         Agent/Concept 
•         Concepts/Time •         Agent/Concept/NPN 
•         Assignee/Concept/Bubble •         Administration 

 
Using the Concepts tag cloud  gives you a representation of the main concepts in alphabetical 
order. Their size and color are defined using the number of corresponding documents.  
Moving the mouse over a concept opens a tooltip showing the number of associated families.  
Clicking on a concept in the tag cloud brings up a new window listing patent families that 
correspond to the chosen concept.  
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The Concepts treemap  provides a graph of 40 key concepts. 
Each large rectangle corresponds to a concept, and each small rectangle inside corresponds to 
a document (document names will display in the left corner just over the map as you mouse 
over the graphic). As a patent may contain several concepts, it may appear in several 
rectangles in the treemap. Clicking on a concept opens a new window with a list of documents 
containing this concept. 
By default the 20 top assignees are available in dropdown lists for highlighting their 
corresponding documents in the treemap. 
It is possible to add another assignee to these dropdowns. Use the Add  button to open this 
window. You can filter by first letter or character string contained in the name. To add the 
assignee, click on their name in the list and then click on Select. 
 

 
 
The concepts Cluster option provides a graph of 20 key concepts. It helps you envision shared 
concepts between documents. 
By default, the first 5 concepts are activated, but you can enable or disable them and others by 
using the list on the left. 
Each yellow ball represents a document. A double click on this ball opens a list showing the 
corresponding documents in the family. Clicking on the blue title will open another window with 
further details for that family. 
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Using the button  will change the display to group the concepts as circles with the number of 
documents contained displayed: A double click on a concept circle opens the corresponding list 
of documents and clicking on their titles will bring up further details for each. You can change 
the grouping back to the ball display by clicking on the  button. 
 

 
 
 
The Concept/NPN  option provides a list of concepts classified by descending number of 
publication numbers. It highlights the concepts that produced the most patents with the average 
number of numbers by family and by concept. 
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The Concepts/time  option is a bubble diagram which shows the evolution of the use of 15 key 
concepts over time. The size of the bubbles is relative to the number of appearances of the 
concept by year of publication. 
The order of concepts (axis) is a chronological classification, from bottom to top, showing the 
progressive arrival of concepts in the scanned documents. 
Click on each bubble to reach the corresponding list of documents. 
 
The Assignee//Concept/Bubble  option provides a diagram bubble showing the top 15 
concepts used by the top 15 assignees. 
The size of the bubbles is proportional to the number of families located at the intersection of 
concepts, read on the category axis, with assignees, read on the value axis. 
Click on each bubble to pull up the corresponding list of documents. 
 

 
 
 
Assignee/Concept  displays a network graph showing the use of the concepts by principal 
assignees. Green boxes are for assignees, yellow boxes correspond to concepts.  
 
Use the Duration  and End date  tabs to see the progressive appearance of collaborations.  
Use the Occurrences  tab to filter out assignees/inventors having low number of documents 
(minimum selected) or having high number of documents (maximum selected).  
Use Cooccurrences  tab to filter out assignees/inventors having low number of collaborations 
(minimum selected) or having high number of collaborations (maximum selected). 
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The Assignee/Concept/NPN  option provides a diagram bubble to observe the evolution of the 
use of the principal applicants based on the concepts and the number of publications. 
The size of each bubble is relative number of publications by applicant and concept. 
The order of applicants (axis) is a chronological classification, from bottom to top, showing the 
progressive arrival of depositors in the base 
It is possible to click on each bubble to reach the corresponding list of documents. 
  
In the Concepts menu, the Agent analyses function the same way the Assignee ones do. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Administration  is a tool that allows you to merge and/or hide concepts. 
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Merge:  Check the boxes next to the concepts you want to merge and then click the blue Merge  
option.  
In the window that opens, enter the name you prefer for the grouping, and then click OK. 

 
 
Hiding:  Check the concepts you want to remove from view, and then click Hide.  The hidden 
concepts will appear in red in the list with the reference to "hidden" in brackets and will be not 
taken into account by the following charts. It is possible to unmask a hidden concept. 
 
Note:  Mergers and hidden concepts are not saved for analysis on new lists of results. 
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Previous analysis 
 
Analyses are kept in Orbit for six months. To access your old analyses, click Previous Analysis  
in the left menu. 
The Description  column indicates the search script that was analyzed. The Date column shows 
the date in the format DD/MM/YYYY and analysis time. Online status indicates that the analysis 
is available. To view an analysis, click Goto analysis. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Saved analyses are static.  The information displayed is current as of the time the original 
analysis was conducted.  If relevant updates have been added to Orbit since the analysis was 
first run, they will not  be incorporated into the re-display of the analysis. 
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12 – Exporting records  
 
 
Exports must be executed while online. Documents may be exported from the hitlist and 
document displays. 
 
Exporting records from the hitlist 
 
Select the records which you would like to export by ticking the boxes to the left. You may select 
everything in the hitlist by clicking the Select all families (if in FamPat) or Select all re sults (if 
in PlusPat or Fulltext collections),  or select all the records on a page by checking the box 
available at the top of the list to the left of the Title  column header. Using the navigation tools, 
you can select records on several pages and the export will apply to the entire selection.  
Exports are limited to a maximum of 2500 documents.  
Click the Export feature available from the toolbar at the top of the screen and select the file 
type. 
This opens the Export window that displays a menu with several options. 
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Export templates and data formats  
 
With PDF and RTF you have three format choices: First Page Style, Classical, or Kwic .  
 

  

The Classical  template allows you to export selected documents without a predefined layout. 
Specify if you would like the field identification labels in Detail (spelled out) or Short (code) 
form. You can include the highlighting  and for RTF format, a page break between 
documents.   

Two Data options are available; both require you to include the front page image: 

• Complete , exports all the bibliographic information, Questel key content, descriptions and 
claims. 

• Custom  allows you to specify the information you want included in your export. Select the 
Custom option and then click the Edit  button to open the window listing the fields available 
for inclusion in the export. You can include Images  and Search  strategy. In the Other  field 
you may enter field codes of your choice separated by spaces. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Page like  includes bibliographic information, 
number and date of publication, number and date of 
priority document, number and date of application, 
assignee, inventor, classifications, abstract and the 
first page drawing.  
 
The search strategy can be added to the export, 
either in full or just the last step.  
In FamPat you can add: Key content, claims, 
description, citations, legal status 
In PlusPat you can add: citations, legal status 
In Fulltext you can add: claims, description, citations, 
legal status. 
 
Listed under Data are the additional fields that may 
be included:  
 
Strategy (Complete or Last step only),  
Key Content, Description, Claims, Citations, Legal 
Status.  
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The Kwic  format allows you to export documents in the Key Word in Context  mode. Exported 
data includes; publication numbers, dates of publication and filing, title, inventors and applicants 
as well as extracts of the fields searched containing the keywords used in the query. 
 

 
 
Field format: Specify whether you want the full field name or the short field codes.  
 
You may also include: the search strategy, a page break between documents, search term 
highlighting as well as the first page drawing. 
 
TXT, XLS, XLSX, CSV or XML files  can be exported in Classical or Kwic format. 
 
The Classical template allows you export documents without a predefined format. Specify if you 
would like the field identification labels in Detail (spelled out) or Short (code). You can include 
the search strategy and a page break between documents. Two Data options are available:  

• Complete exports all the biblio information, Questel key content (in the FamPat 
collection only), descriptions and claims (in the FamPat and Fulltext collections only).  
Note:  the Complete  export does not include citations or legal status information. 

• Custom allows you to specify the information you want included in your export. Click the 
Detail  button to open the window listing the fields available for inclusion.  

 
For all except the CSV format  export, you can include the first page image. 
 
XLS/XLSX Specific Options: full column headers, for FamPat exports: one member per line, 
representative member only. 
 
XML Specific Option: two types of DTD: XML Full and XML Light. 
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Permalinks are delivered by e-mail. The body of the mail lists publication numbers and titles. 
Clicking on a number, opens a window displaying bibliographic information and the front page 
image if available. 
 
BizInt, VantagePoint  and Intellixir offer formatted exports: XML for Bizint and Intellixir and 
TXT for VantagePoint. 
 
Inpadoc family export:  after an Inpadoc family search in FamPat or PlusPat, click on the 
Export  menu in the toolbar at the top of the page. From here, you can export a PDF or RTF file 
with one or more members of the Inpadoc family or the complete Inpadoc family. 

•     Export as PDF  and Export as RTF:  just the single document(s) selected from the hitlist 
family are exported (see PDF and RTF export options previously described). 

•     Export Inpadoc family as PDF  and Export Inpadoc family as RTF:  you must select 
all documents in the results list to be able to export a file that will contain the table for the 
Inpadoc family and the bibliography for each family member. 
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Delivery options 
 
After choosing the file type, template and data format in the first page of the export popup, click 
the Next button to access the Delivery menu. 
  

 
 
Zipped file  is available for all export types and delivery methods. XML exports and TXT 
exports with images  are automatically compressed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Download: Choose to open the file immediately or save to disk. A popup will appear with 
details of the download. If you prefer not to open the exported file immediately, right click on the 
blue Click here to download file link, then Save Target As.  
 
Send by Email: Enter the email addresses for the recipients, separating each address by a 
semicolon. You can change the return address by entering your own e-mail and add a 
Comment to include in the email body. Recipients will receive the file as a link that will remain 
active for 30 days, or as an attachment. The selection can be changed in your preferences (see 
Chapter 17 "User Settings").  
For large files, the attachment is automatically replaced by a link (limit for attachments is 3,000 
KB). 
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Once the selections have been made, click Next >.  A summary showing the details of your 
export will display. To confirm, click Finish.  To change any settings, click <Back. To cancel 
your request, click Cancel. 
 
Links to original documents will be included in RTF, PDF, XLS, XLSX,  and XLM exports. This 
option can be changed in your preferences (see Chapter 17 "User Settings"). 
 
Example of an export in First Page format: 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Blue number links to 
the original patent 
 

Picture links to the 
mosaic drawings 
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Export from record displays 
 
In all three collections it is possible to export documents when viewing them. When you are 
viewing a record and click Export only the record displayed on the screen will be exported.  
 
In the FamPat collection, you have the option to export information for specific members of the 
family or the entire FamPat family record at once: 
 
Family export:   from the hitlist, check the boxes of the FamPat records you wish to export and 
then select the Export  button at the top of the screen. This will export information for all family 
members in the selected record(s).  
Publications export:   When scrolling through the hitlist in the record view (as shown below), 
click on the Detail  tab that appears next to the Menu tab on the left side of the screen. Tick the 
boxes to select documents for which you would like to export information, either selecting the 
complete family by checking just the top-level box or choosing individual records by ticking only 
the specific documents of interest in the list. Use the navigation tools to select records from all 
results. When you return to the hitlist view, records with families selected appear with a yellow 
background and those with select members chosen appear with a green background.  
Then click Back to list in the toolbar and select the Export feature, following the procedure 
explained previously. 
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Export profiles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you often use the same export 
setup, you can save your export 
scheme in the Export Delivery  
popup. 
 
Give the profile a name and click the 
Save button. 
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Profiles that you create appear in the Export  menu under My export profiles.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To modify or delete an export profile, click My export profiles  to bring up a list of 
customization options. 
 
You can then select a profile from the dropdown box to view or edit it by clicking on the 
button Load  or to delete by clicking the Delete  button. 



 
 

User Guide October 2011                                                                                           Patent Search Module - 170 - 

13 – Adding documents to a workfile  
 
 
Workfiles assist in the organization of patent information, facilitating patent analysis and 
strengthening collaboration between research experts, engineers and attorneys. Setting up 
workfiles enables you to store Fulltext or FamPat family information accompanied by text and 
document facsimiles.  
 
Select the records you want stored, click on the Add to menu and select Add to a workfile.  
A maximum of 5,000 records may be stored in a workfile. 
 

 
 
When you use Add to a workfile, Orbit asks you to select or create the directory and workfile in 

which you want to store documents. To create a new directory or workfile, click the         icon 
shown in the blue band across the popup and select New directory or New workfile.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name the directory or 
workfile and, if you 
like, provide a 
description.  
 
Click OK.  
 
Your documents will 
be stored in the new 
workfile or directory. 
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To add documents to a folder, select the folder and click OK. 
To access your workfiles, click on the Workfiles  module in the Orbit.com top-level menu. 
 

 
 
Note: New patent documents are available sooner in the Fulltext collection than in the 
FamPat collection, hence stored Fulltext results in a workfile may not include new 
members of the FamPat family.  
 
Attention Clients with Existing Workfiles  
 
If you already have a portfolio of directories and workfiles created in PatentExaminer from 
QPAT or QWEB, that portfolio will not be available in the Workfiles module on Orbit.com.  
Clicking on the Portfolio module in the left menu, the message below displays: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you click Yes, your sales representative will contact you to schedule the migration. Once your 
portfolio is migrated, it will no longer be accessible from QPAT or QWEB PatentExaminer.  
If you click No, your portfolio will not be migrated and you will have two portfolios. Workfiles 
created in Orbit.com are not accessible from QPAT, QWEB or PatentExaminer. 
Once the migration of the two portfolios is complete, the contents will be merged. 
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14 – Saving your work  
 
 
Saving a search 
 
After conducting a search that you want to rerun later, you can save it using the save search 
option. Searches may be saved from two areas of orbit.com.  

• from the hitlist:  Click on the Save button  
• from the Search history listing: Click on Save in the line of the query you want to keep 

or Save entire strategy compile all queries shown in the history into one strategy. 
 
The hitlist: 
 

 
 
Search history: 
 

 
 
 
Click on Save, and name the search. The search name can be up to 30 characters long. 
Spaces and special characters are accepted.  
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To display a list of your saved searches, click My saved searches in the left menu under My 
Searches.  
 
 

 
 
From this page three options are available:  
 

• Execute: Displays the strategy as a (command line) script. You can choose to limit by 
the site’s weekly updates (most recent or last four). Click Execute to start the search.  

• Edit: Displays the strategy as a script. Here you can make changes to the search 
strategy and choose to limit the search to the site’s weekly updates (most recent or last 
four). Click Save to save only the changes, or click Save & Execute to save the 
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changes and launch the search. Modifying and saving a strategy will overwrite the 
original. 

• Delete: Deletes the search.  
 
Limiting to recent site updates to update a search and manually monitor new publications: 
 

 
 
Saving a strategy 
 
Available in the Search history menu, Save entire strategy allows you to save a 
comprehensive strategy consisting of a series of search queries.  
You can "clean up" strategy by deleting unnecessary queries before saving. Click Save entire 
strategy when you are satisfied with the strategy. 
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Name the search. The search name can be up to 30 characters long. Spaces and special 
characters are accepted.  
 

 
 
 
To view a list of your saved search strategies, click on the My saved searches available in the 
left menu under My Searches.  
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Saving a script 
 
Available on the General search, Search history,  and My saved search screens, Create a 
script lets you write a search strategy in expert mode using Questel commands and language 
tools and save it without needing to execute it. 
To access the script creation page, click the function Create a script available at the bottom of 
the page on the General search screen and in the top-of-the-screen toolbar on the Search 
history  and My saved search screens. 
 
The default script name is SCRIPT. You may change it to a name up to 30 characters long 
including spaces. Accents are allowed. Enter the strategy with one line per step. 

 
 
Click on the Save button once you are finished or, to check the quality of your search and 
results, click on Save & Execute. Your script will be saved under My saved searches in the My 
Searches section of the menu on the left of the page. 
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14 – Executing saved searches  
 
To execute a saved search, strategy, or script, click on My saved searches  in the menu on the 
left of the screen to bring up your list of saved items and then click on the Execute  button under 
the Actions  column for whichever search you would like to run. 
 

 
 
In the FamPat and PlusPat collections you have the option of limiting your search to the most 
recent week or month’s collection update. 
 
Note: If you change the query and then click on Save or Save & Execute , the original saved 
query will be overwritten. Changes made to the collection or fulltext source(s) searched, or the 
update range searched, will not be saved and will affect only the current execution of the 
search. 
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You will see at the bottom of the screen that you also have the option to change the collection 
the search is run on. 
For the FamPat and Fulltext collections, you may also modify which fulltext sources are 
searched. 
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14 – Modifying saved searches  
 
 
To modify a saved search, strategy, or script, click on My saved searches  in the menu on the 
left of the screen to bring up your list of saved items and then click on the Edit  button under the 
Actions  column for whichever search you would like to change. 
 
As with the Execute  option, you have the option of limiting your search to the most recent week 
or month’s collection update in the FamPat and PlusPat collections, the option to change the 
collection the search is run on, and for the FamPat and Fulltext collections, the ability to modify 
which fulltext sources are searched. 
 
Once you change the query and then click on Save or Save & Execute , the original saved 
query will be overwritten. Selection of a week or month’s update to limit the search to will not be 
saved. 
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14 – Previous history  
 
As a backup in case you forget to save a search, all searches are automatically archived for one 
year from the date of execution and can be viewed in and run from the Previous History  
screen located under the Past Sessions  area of the menu on the left of your screen. Searches 
are listed chronologically from most recent to oldest. You can filter the display of the list by a 
period of time or a sub-account. 
 

 
 
Research is listed chronologically from most recent to oldest and the table indicates the 
following for each query: 
· The date and time the search was run 
· The name of the sub-account use, if applicable 
· The number of results 
· The name of the collection searched 
· The beginning of the text of the query 

To see the complete text of a query, hover your mouse over the line and it will appear in a text 
bubble. 
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Hovering over the FamPat or Fulltext entries in the Collection column will give you a popup 
showing the fulltext sources searched and which yielded results. See Chapter 3 for collection 
codes and coverage details. 

 

 

 

To start a search, click on the Run link under the Action  column. Depending on your User 
settings, you will then be taken to the Search history or the hitlist display. The list of results and 
documents will be posted without automatic highlighting of search terms. You can apply 
highlighting to the terms of your choice using the highlight wizard. 

The number of results may be different due to collection updates since the last time the query 
was run.  

Unlike Save functions described in the previous pages, the Previous History  function does not 
allow you to modify a search or to restrict its execution to particular date ranges or site updates. 
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15 – Alerts: creating an alert 
 
The alert feature is available upon signing a rider to the Orbit patent module service contract. 
 
What is an alert? 
Orbit alerts notify you by e-mail, weekly or monthly, of all new publications or changes to 
records that meet your search criteria. After creating an alert, you will receive a file containing 
bibliographic details of all new publications of patents, including abstracts and drawings if they 
are available and the full-text if you specified it in your request. For example, you can monitor 
new publications relating to an applicant, inventor, classification codes, keywords or priority 
numbers. Depending on the alert codes you choose when setting up the alert, you may also 
receive documents which have been modified, such as the addition of a new publication or new 
equivalent stage in the family. 
 
After running a search that you want to watch, you can create an alert by clicking Alert  in the 
top-level toolbar on the hitlist screen. Alert creation is also available from the Search history 
screen. 
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The following parameters display when creating an a lert :  
 
1 - General  

• Name: This field is mandatory. The name is used by orbit to identify your alert. The 
name may be up to 30 alphanumeric characters. The name must be unique. It cannot be 
a name in use by a saved search or another alert. 

• Title: This field is mandatory. The title will appear in the subject line of the email 
notification. Up to 60 characters may be used. Spaces are accepted in the title.  

• Subaccount: This field is optional. The subaccount is most frequently used for 
managing the alerts. Up to 30 characters may be used, alphanumeric only, no spaces or 
special characters.  

• Run Alert Every:  
For the FamPat and PlusPat collections: Alert results can be received weekly or 
monthly. By default, the Week option is checked, as is Receive alert only when an 
abstract is present . If this parameter is kept, the alert will be run on the UAB (new 
abstracts) update. By un-checking, the alert will be run weekly, monitoring the QW 
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update. The monthly alert using this parameter monitors the UAB4  update. If the 
parameter is not included the alert will run on the QM update. 

           For the Fulltext collection: Alert results can be received weekly or monthly. By default,    
          the Week option is checked 
 
Specific Update Codes: This option is only available when Receive records once they have 
an abstract is unticked. Selecting code updates enables you to specify the frequency and type 
of updates that will be monitored.  
 

• UP: Weekly – all documents added to the collection that week 
• UP4: Monthly – corresponds to UP  
• QW: Weekly – all new documents added to the collection, excluding references prior to 

2006 and D0 documents. Documents receiving a title, abstract, assignee, ECLA code or 
FI/F-Term for the first time are included as are those documents that receive the 
“Official” English abstract  

• QM: Monthly – corresponds to the QW  
• UAB: Weekly – all documents receiving an abstract for the first time and those 

documents that receive the Official English abstract.  
• UAB4: Monthly – corresponds to UAB  
• UMTA: Weekly – new documents added to the collection with an English abstract 

(human or machine translated). Documents receiving an English Abstract for the first 
time (human or machine) are also included.  

• UMT4: Monthly – corresponds to UMTA  
• UABA: Weekly – new documents with abstracts (regardless of language) and 

documents receiving an abstract for the first time (regardless of language)  
• UAA4: Monthly – corresponds to UAB  
• UEC: Weekly – New documents with ECLA codes as well as documents receiving an 

ECLA code for the first time.  
• UE: Weekly – Equivalents update. Also includes changes on publication stage.  
• UE4: Monthly – corresponds to UE 
• UCT: Weekly – references already present in the collection modified by the addition of 

citations 
 
2 – Strategy 
 
Your search strategy appears in the Script command line box. You can modify it if you know 
Questel command line language. 
Note: The LIM command is not allowed in alerts. 
 
3 – Template 
 

• Classic: Alert results are sent without a predefined format. For PDF and RTF formats 
you may specify if you would like the field identification labels in Detail (spelled out) or 
Short  (code). You can also include a page break between documents  

• Excel: Alert results are sent as .XLS or .CSV files.  
• XML: DTD template alert results may be sent in XML Full or XML Light  
• First page style: This display is similar to the front page of a patent. PDF and RTF 

formats are available.  
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• Add to a workfile: You must select the directory in which the documents should be 
stored or create a new directory. The name of the alert will be used as folder name. The 
folder will be created with the first execution of the alert. 

• RSS: Alert results are sent via an RSS (Really Simple Syndication) feed. 
 
4 – Collections 
 
The collection in which you ran your search is automatically selected. You can change the 
selection by checking the collection of your choice. 
For FamPat and FullText collections, you can also change the selection of fulltext sources by  
clicking on the Modify Selection of FullText Sources icon to the right of the  FamPat and 
Fulltext collection lines. 
 

 
 
5 – Template  
 
Available for Classic , Excel and XML templates, this menu allows you to specify the additional 
fields in your alert results.  
 
Select one of four different formats:  

• Document: Title, Abstract, Inventor, Assignee, Publication Numbers and Dates, 
Application Numbers and Dates, Priority Numbers and Dates, Designated Countries and 
the Front Page Image.  

• Max: Title, Abstract, Inventor, Assignee, Publication Numbers and Dates, Application 
Numbers and Dates, Priority Numbers and Dates, Front Page Image, Classification 
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Codes, Abstract, Designated Countries, Citations, Patent Object, Advantages and 
Drawbacks, Independent Claims  

• KWiC: Publication Numbers and Dates, Title and your Key Words in Context  
• Classification: Publication Numbers and Dates, Title, Assignee and Classification Codes  

 
Key Content , Claims, Descriptions, Images and Legal Status can also be included. 
6 – Delivery  
 
Enter the recipient’s e-mail address. Up to 23 addresses may be entered, separated by 
commas.  
Click Save to save the alert.  
Email notifications options are shown in your Preferences  ((see Chapter 17 "User Settings"):  

• Never receive an email  
• Receive an email for each alert weekly or monthly 
• Do not receive email if no event or result  
 

Regardless of the email preferences, alert results are stored in your Alerts  portfolio for one 
year. The portfolio is accessed by clicking on the orange Orbit.com tab in the top left corner of 
the screen and then selecting the Patents & Designs link (under the Watch module heading) 
from the menu. 
  

 

 
If you chose to receive an e-mail, you can specify in your User settings whether you’d like to 
receive the file as a link or an attachment. 
You will get in your file, for the classic, Excel models and the first page, the link to original 
patents and the mosaics of drawing. Your preference links to documents originals in exports 
and alerts must be selected. 
Whatever the option chosen notification (e-mail or not), the alert results are stored during a year 
in your portfolio alerts. To access, click on patent & designs of module monitoring Orbit.com 
menu. 
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15 – Alerts: modifying or deleting an alert 
 
Click My Alerts found under My Searches on the left menu bar. A list of your alerts displays. 
You can sort the list by creation date or name by clicking on the header of the columns.  
 
For each alert, four options are available:  
 

• Execute: Runs the alert  

• View: Displays the alert strategy and delivery parameters. From this page you can run 
your saved search alert or delete the alert, but you cannot make changes.  

• Edit: Displays the alert strategy and delivery parameters. Changes may be made.  

• Delete: Deletes an alert  
 

 
 
Example - Edit display: 
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16 – Disconnecting 
 
To disconnect, click Logout located in the top right of the screen. 
 

 
 
Searches are automatically saved in: 
 
• Search history  until the system maintenance downtime that occurs each night at 3:00 GMT.  

If you reconnect before the maintenance time, click on Search History  under the My 
Session heading to display your queries. 

 
• Previous History under the Past Sessions heading. These searches are saved for one 

year from their date of creation. 
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17 – User settings 
 
To change your preferences, click on the orange Orbit.comtab in the top left corner of your 
screen and then click on User settings.  
 

 
 
You will automatically be taken to the General settings  page. From here, the menu on the left 
will display 6 settings sections: 
 

• General 
• Searching 
• Display 
• Change password 
• Workfiles 
• Usage history 
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General settings 
 

 
 
My Profile:  
Your first name and surname are displayed  

• E-mail:  Enter your email address here and it will be automatically included in email text 
boxes for exports, alerts and downloads.  

• Subaccount: Selecting Mandatory  from the dropdown menu will require you to enter a 
subaccount prior to logging in to Orbit.com. 

• Cost Estimator:  If you choose Show, date of the session (DD/MM/YYYY) and the total 
cost are displayed in the left menu under My session. 

 
Exports & Alerts: 

• Links:  Includes links in exported results and alerts (including Legal status alerts) for 
direct access to PDF copies, mosaics, citation graphs and Patent Office Registers. 

• Alert notification:  Manage your email notifications. Three options are available: 
-- Never receive an email: If alert results are sent directly to your workfiles, you may 
elect not to be notified each time the workfiles are updated 
-- Receive an email: Email notification of alert results can be sent for every alert. Or 
notifications of all alert results may be sent weekly or monthly 
-- Do not receive an email in the absence of a hit: If your alert has zero results, you may 
elect not to receive notifications when this occurs 

• Preferred format:  Define the format (text or HTML) of the e-mail to be sent and the form 
of the results sent (link or attachment).  
For large files, the attachment is automatically replaced by the link (limit for attachments 
is 3,000 KB).  

 
Whatever the notification option chosen (e-mail or not), the alert results are stored for a year in 
your alert portfolio. To access, click on Patents & Designs  under the Watch  monitoring module 
in the main Orbit.com menu. 
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Warning:  If your alerts go to multiple recipients be aware that the choices made in your 
preferences will be applied to all email addresses listed on the alerts. This is the case for Orbit 
alerts as well as Legal Status Alerts. 
 
Searching settings 
 

 
 
Collections: 

• Default my searches to the following content:  
Here the collection chosen will be the default used for all your searches in the general 
search assistant.  
In the Number Search  and Citation Search  screens, the default collection searched is 
FamPat regardless of your User settings. 
For the FamPat  and Fulltext  collections you may specify particular sources by clicking 
on the funnel icon that appears to the right of the collection name. By default all sources 
are selected for both collections. Selections you make are unique to each source. 

• Modify selection of fulltext sources: 
With FamPat: You can deselect some sources in order to exclude them only for 
searching (not for displaying). You can limit your search to bibliographic data and 
available key content by deselecting all sources. 
With Fulltext: At least one source must be selected to search. Relevant documents from 
deselected sources will not be displayed. 

 
• Display the list of databases to search on the search page: 

Selecting YES will allow you to see and change the collection and sources searched 
from the search pages with no effect on your default choices in User Settings. 

 
Query: 

• Ignore the machine translation of abstracts in the FamPat and PlusPat collections: 
When this option is selected, searches are not  conducted on Machine Translated 
English Abstracts (MTAB) in the FamPat and Pluspat collections. Machine translated 
titles, claims and description are searched. Note:  does not limit search to those 
records without a Machine Translated Abstract. 
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• Automatically format numbers in the 'Publication number' field 

From the General search assistant, you can search publication/priority or application 
numbers. By default, all publication numbers are automatically formatted. Orbit 
standardizes publication number to facilitate searches.  
By deselecting box, publication numbers are not formatted and are searched as entered 
in box. 

 
Display settings 
 

 
 
Results: 

• After search, show: Results list  (default) or Search history.    
• Results per page:  You can select 10, 25 (default), 50, 100 or 200 results per page. 

If you select larger numbers of results to display initially, 100 or 200, this will increase 
the processing time, slowing the display. 

• Field format:  This applies to the tabs and hitlist. You may choose the default setting, 
Detailed (spelled out), where the  field name is displayed in full or Short (code), where  
the field name is displayed with Questel’s two/three/four letter code. Details for all field 
codes are available in the FamPat factsheet.  

• Click on image:   The default setting is Zoom, which enlarges the image. Your other 
option is Mosaic, which links to the mosaics 

 
Record display settings in FamPat collection: 

• Composite record display with fields containing sea rched terms:  If this option is 
selected, the title, abstract, claims and description that contain the search terms are 
displayed.  A composite view of the family (the title of one member, the abstract of a 
second member, and description of a third member) may be shown.      
If the search terms appear in the same field of several family members, the display of 
the member is dependent on your preferred language and preferred patent authority 
options.   

• Preferred language for text of records: Set the preferred language for the title, 
abstract, claims and description. It is possible to specify up to 3 languages. By default, 
English is selected (original or translation). The choice of displayed member in the initial 
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results display is controlled by the Preferred Patent authority —the next line in the 
menu. 

• Preferred Patent authority from which fields should  be displayed: You can define 
the fields displayed by up to 7 preferred patent authorities. The results will display 
according to the presence of the defined patent authority in the family.  
By default, the display is: EPA WO US FRA DEA EP DE GB.  
If in a family no EPA patent is present, the WO is displayed; if no WO, then US, and so 
on. 

• Preferred publication from which the number should be taken for display in the 
hitlist: Defines the member of the family that will be displayed in the results list. The 
PDF ordered via the link in the hitlist is also based on this preference. Three options are 
available:  
-- Earliest publication (default): The member displayed will be the first published 
-- Most recent publication : The member displayed will be the most recently published 
-- Use above list : The member displayed is defined by the list shown in the Preferred 
Patent authority from which fields should be displayed. 

• Patent family table display order:  Display the patent family table by Ascending  
(default) or Descending  publication dates.   

• Field format:  This applies to the tabs and hitlist. You may choose the default setting, 
Detailed (spelled out), where the  field name is displayed in full or Short (code), where  
the field name is displayed with Questel’s two/three/four letter code. Details for all field 
codes are available in the FamPat factsheet.  

 
Patent copies: 

• PDF files: Links to patent copies in your hitlist can be opened On the fly (default) 
when you click on the icon (a pop up window opens with PDF and a copy is stored in 
your portfolio) or can simply be downloaded to your Portfolio without viewing first. 
Once the PDF has been viewed or stored, the icon will display with an X over the icon. 
All PDFs are stored in the Downloads  section, accessible via the main Orbit.com 
menu. 

• PDF viewer: determines which application is used for viewing PDF documents, 
Acrobat Reader is the default. PDFs are available for the Drawings  tab in the hitlist 
and for the Drawings, First Page  and Complete  tabs in document view. Google 
Document viewer may only be used in the Drawings  tab from the hitlist.  

 
 

Search / Search Express: 
 

• Default module after login: You can define which module is displayed after logging in 
to Orbit.com: Patents  (default), Workfiles, Patent copies, EP Patent Validation, IP 
Litigation, Patents & Designs, Legal Status, Design s, File Histories, or Last visited 
module  

• Search module: Regular (advanced search--default) or Express .  
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Change password 
 

 
 
You must first enter your current password.  Enter your new password and verify by entering 
again in the next box.  Click Confirm to save the change.  
The password must be between four and 8 alphanumeric characters (numbers and letters). 
 
Workfiles 
 
Workfiles settings are detailed in the Workfiles user’s guide. 
 
Usage history  
 

 

Results can be filtered by: 

Date:  There are 5 options to search by:  No restriction, Today, Since last week, Since last 
month (default), Since last year, or a date range. 
Subaccount:  Each subaccount created is listed; clicking on the subaccount changes the 
background color to blue. 

Apply filters:    Validates the selected filter criteria. 
Clear:   Clears your choices   

The columns display the dates, times, subaccounts, search type, search strategy, number of 
displayed records, number of displayed PDFs, number of save searches, number of alerts 
created, number of stored workfile records, number of exported records and the number of 
graphs/analysis visualized with the Analysis module.   The table is filtered by "Date" (past month) default. 
You can use the Date or Sub-account filters to display the list according to your needs. The 
columns of the table are sortable by clicking on the column header. 
The history of use is exportable to CSV format. 
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18 – Customer support  
 
 
Key assist list 
 
Available from the hitlist screen, shows keyboard shortcuts. 
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Help buttons 

Online help is available by clicking on the  icon, usually located to the right of a field and at 
the top right corner of a page. Clicking on these contextual help buttons will produce a popup 
window or new tab (depending on the settings for your browser) giving short explanations of the 
field they are next to or page they are on. 
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Customer service 
 
Customer service can be reached by telephone from 9 am – 9 pm Eastern Standard Time  
Monday through Friday at 1-800-456-7248 or by e-mail at help@questel.com. 
 
Incident reports 
 
You can send us a technical incident report via e-mail should you have any issues while 
navigating around the site. Click on the envelope icon  at the top right of the screen.  
Please try to be as detailed as possible regarding what part of the site you were using and what 
you were doing when the incident occurred. 
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